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Welcome Back! This is only the second issue of Sti ong Hr-.url:i\ \
@ any new readers need not fear, yon've only missed one .i""n.-"
You'll notice that the mmber of pages has shrunken. , Illu.i-: w
r__irmc’ in a vain attempt to lower ]?‘1“'!.-'!2"!’_‘ costs since the lf:nzl
issue's rs;ni'llﬂ:;;; put me back a few bucks. As a prisoner of war
f{-.l“-m:.: SOI.‘LC!‘L m*_;n?:y for -’m}Ti_n'tlg for f_(*m' of being di".ri]-linr‘rd
¢~ lor miming a business from prison, so just do what's in vour &
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e first Canadian Lynx I ever saw sadly enough was in a cage. Annthgr native g\
american animal whose contact with humans is on our own terms not tl}elrlmm. 5, x
After crawling through knee-high grass with Montana's Missien Mountain 1~Jllt‘remes 1
lbehind us, a friend and I could 1ift our binoculars and see tI‘1e rows of cages¥ m Bas)
on the Fraser Fur Ranch in Ronan. Before us lie hundreds of !.mpnsnneq bobcats 14'\} *
W and 1ynx and thousands of mink. Later I would learn that though the mink vere JEmE Mz
' some sixty generations out of the wild, the bobcats and 1ynx were only cne tOWg ", s
"% three penerations out of the wild and some were actually capturc_&d in the nearby, o
B ountains. The victims of steel jaw leghold traps that had survived the trauma’3fas -
Ponly to be hogtied and brought down to the fur farm fl'(I)"! their wi lc]erness hc:m?.
{Now they were destined to spend their entire lives pacing the confines of theu_'
four foot squars.’\'airc cage gazinf, at the mountain vilderness that once ;a&t}'lmr
domain. —. "“ ':_.‘,'&S_H-\r AsvaiIUsIC
,—-qealus i steel-iaw leo.hald P  m— _ .
. Canadian Lynx have only been called Canadian since the time that they

--—-trap:‘er_e';;lnwly pushed out of their former range in the United States. Though JFAR[EY3
the largest<
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i the friends and suppor
. - ds & supporters who have
but have yet to recieve a reply, I R
42

of my appreciation for your !:np];m'l'nI TE:“::'( .Itsno \
of my neccesity to get out of my t’?l”il. rn.m"e. nihl ;
should see the callous on my wri ‘-1'.”8 f{ngm.ﬂ C]'
Lry to write back to everyone, but this 'Zil:I{‘ and

: € : \
s it may he awhile befote you heary

k!

& filtly isolated pockets of wild lynx populations still exist in the U.S., e
it - mmbers now reside in Canada. In Montana despite depleted numbers, there is™%
A‘ld still a trapping season for lynx. Further west, in the Cascnde‘z mountain chain;:
2 1ynx not long ago roamed as far south as Central Oregon. Logging has since been
s“frfresmusihle for the destruction of large undisturbed forests that the solitaryp
d ; 1ynx require for their survival. Forced into the Northern Cascades :::f Fast:e‘:'n
Qn_swzl!'-h‘ingl(m, 1ynx are making what might be their last stand here and in thee =
is once again undet 'I'?‘l?' 't_:larlr_- of EI_':E‘

I

%J\ muy e muchos \

el bl : - \ Okonagan forests where their last habitat d

:j"l_(:(,]'?f’ goes out to Caty who! has baén tEhe Bast .-‘.nmmrt'\{" ._J(_'l!‘;‘_'_a..dminsau,“Tudalll‘llll. | b A Qe o
/ IJ_<30:11101 a prisoner could ask for, also to Mel who has) , I 1: A‘rﬂﬁ—‘ "Ji'. ic.i“-.l\
given me the support that only another prisoner caniW\ i i I’l : . it B o

L give . i) M 245777 £ ST Tmn | et S LN
-,'.:.;._.““HW\I{%O, each issue I will he ll‘!rinic'ﬁnr un‘ l;:r}c}\\!‘
Izi;:f 12‘{;@1\'!9&': r.‘%‘r: if yrl)u want me to re\'im: your e !
) €, send it in! There's so many I want to thank for °
<. Ithe support and encouragement I've recieved t ( 1' 3 [:1
year, and only so much space., . Tl , P )
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“z224 Peg for the warrior strength }.'UHJSE’.TIIZ me while

was on bail and now in the place you were in not long
ago, to falmon Grrrl for showing me the way to Nm'ni';
to Bear who has been there for me whenever I needed :1‘
friend, to the Freeman and Goodwin for keeping my flame

A of hope burning, to the Maniacs, for (IEIHOITS[I'ﬂII.i;I}’ w!ml-
/ jreal solidarity and friendship is, to the survivzirig-' o
A members of the Michigan Mink Militia, you know who ')'ml 5
Mpare and Godspeed to you, to the Parted Hair I miss Tl
Myou guys and love you alot s R i «i W% : e
| Wiy i . s A Fadi, who I've rarely ha
,the chance to thank, to my warrior relations in thef
IIF{’.;} Shepherd Society who keep the whaler's nightmare
4 Tuliggalive, the Good Elk family who let me in from the cold
: ‘, E. Frees Mink, for just being you, the Mass 4, no |ﬁ;1ttc’='
g vhat happens, we've already won,) i) AT .
3 - n :
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‘]t{eacim: Irr.-m ac to Mindy, Ingrid, Lisa
i_cathr, Bruce and all my other friends at PETA who-he
‘ne;pr?m‘np on what's going down, Jude, Andrea, Chickadee
- and Katie and everyone else who's letters make me laugh o
4r-

and remember what time it is and most of all to my Hnmlﬁ“’,

and ren i I“ friendly biologist at the local Montana Game, Wildlife and Parks office in4S
3 ."m1 'a( who I have put through much stress and trauma,® .{fr | N F
ind yet whose love and support has never wavered. To%% (4 \

S Kalispell where we inquired about fur farms where we might purchase breeding stock
s | ’ : 3 ;
: ; ; \{ A
all of you thanks for being there when other weren't ‘} ) (4 Kib-2: & i ]

. for our own fur farm, a cover for our investigations of fur farming. Later, we
\ g
A :
Fnjoy this is o ¥y . & f their fur. Besides his few hundred mink, tt i i - - il
joy s issue of Strong Hearts and always remember, 'f;’“ ‘7’3 i A tvo 1ynx tha Orsd mink, itis biotuglat aleo had fows hobelts o1
“w .

would visit the small ranch of the MGWP biologist who himself raised mink for
Our Day Will Come!!! fil Wf "I X t_ he had acqt_l_irr:dfro:rl Fraser Fur Ranch to attempt his own breeding,
e = il % ’ o pu——— L ]
oo ey P Nz o) WS [ (O

! __So it was with great sadness that my first encounter with this nohle
v * animal relation was as yet another prisoner of the war on nature that was reduced
Xa ‘Dj to the physical worth that humans saw in our wild relations. For the Lynx Nation,
. ~——= "this meant intensive confinement in cages like those on Fraser Fur Ranch where,
tthey were forced to breed the offspring that would be raised until beautiful fur.
Treached its prime at which point they would be shot in the head and have their’
__belly fur stripped E;(:m their bodies to provide luxurious fur coats for aristocrats

Jn_far off 1:@&5,"“'- > ‘_ Nt 2 oedly 1_‘?: P |

[

The location of Fraser

£ ente:prise" ¥ eal
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Before long five of the best friends I've ever had in my life verel
Buorking days and nights to try and garuntee freedom for theseq .
former fur farm prisoners. At this stage in the game I was stillggys
hoping Friends of Animals, who had sponsored the fur farm invest-3y
igation, would help us achieve our goals. They were totally non
supportive and even resentful that we had entered into such aCCINLe
project without their approval. Finally they offered to take the‘
animals off our hands and ship them all to a sanctuary in Texas L3

hey would liv ut their 1liv ..in cages.i§ L o
- " - i 1.' “{u"ﬁ A= -
I,

. ' o~
: ‘h-._. ‘L\u..ﬁ 5 2 Yo 108 Vil o > :
lr When I first approached the lynx in their small cages it was -‘-’15)-’i--'2?1.‘;\“_ ) i
to see that they were very much still wild. Low growls rolled from their throats; ﬁ."“.‘:--
and they pushed themselves as far as possible away from us in their exposed capes~&l}
. I was ashamed to see such a regal beast reduced to such a shameful purpose. Lvnxa AT Y
-= I knew were believed to be supernmatural beings by many of the Northern Nations of PR b
indigenous peaples vho came in contact with them. Their ghost-like r!]‘pe‘_‘arr‘ir1f‘f";"‘\3-‘:".--._'__
and ability to walk on the fresh fallen snow without sinking in gave them thew,=:\_ _ . ¥
prestige that only
Eventually our friendship with the fur farmer biologist grew to the point that w
would strike a deal to buy out his small farm after having witnessed and document
the neckbreaking of his mink. Though our interest was primarily the mink, and the
fur farmers deal offered to us included only his mink i oA
we responded that ve wanted to buy out his complete fur farm, lynx
and bobcats included. After the grisly neckbreaknig episode, my
Bfiriend and T vere sick to our stomachs that we had not done more
spare the animals lives. So it was decided that we would buy out
the remaining animals and rehabilitate and release them al) . ESS
Our fur farmer friend
Montana with the cash
animal s . EEEREE ;

x

v nde b _,. L i ,; ;%"d()ur sanctuary.
an imp'r::;rhpta'?né'etlng and 1 told them the news. None of/
us were happy about the offer. We all shared the same feeling.%}

. We had pledged ourselves to thesefew survivors of the fur indust-
ry's war on wildlife not to give them a life in a cage, but a shot:s
at freedom. We discussed our alternatives. I told everyone thathy
‘I was not about to give these animals over to a group who seemed
more concerned with capitalizing off of animals' suffering then
‘I saving real lives. We had spent a year risking our own ngcks L e
y, sneaking onto fur farms to obtain the evidence all of us in thelANTEIeN
M1 movement wanted, but where FoA was happy with photos and videos TSy
-‘,‘ we wanted more. We wanted to rescue a few prisoners. And now .‘l’r_hatl
we had, it was up to us alone to give them true freedom. e 'k-;k“.-'b a

] : ' : AT AR AT g :
- "‘fﬁ.:-_f-j_f,d,_ao __r;?!a%.ia-h.—i*%fwf:i-} iWe had no money, yet we agreed toy

w &% carry out the rehabilitation on our own. Over the next six monthsH
!-,‘;;‘ it was not unusual to see our volunleers go without a meal so that
N the animals would have enough to eal. The sanctuary crev vere{) g
tireless, working seven days a week in freezing weather without aj
*3-of complaint. Never have I witnessed a more committed group of‘- AV
JiMactivists determined to di}_ii\:er our calm&lf. Eh_e;s\e_(a_r:}rg}rs"-ii er-_= ;
_: - R Ao il IS, A7, RS TN R N
EAY § B . y February it was plain to see that the lynx would be the easxcstf Q‘ % ‘
. > to rehabilitate. After all, they were stiil very wild and fearful‘\- "(,
: ﬁ @g of human beings. It was time to move the lynx to larger enclosures % L .
. - .‘lﬁg _Jﬁ! i where they could touch the earth and exercise their muscles for the, . LY »
. None of us had a clue how we were going to go about the The problem was that we did not have the,";
massive project of rehabilitating the mink, bobcats and lynx, buth-- pens.’ /f.'
we made the promise to the animals that we would, and so began nnfgl e o .

set a price, and a week later we were bhack in}
and U-Haul truck neccesary to relocate thef
+ Iy § ¥ bt » ' ey 4
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" b

expierience that would change our lives forever. Kot having any f'i
1and of my own to take the animals to, I had called :'~n|:1:1\ nld_:w-a
o : i L . S A7 : 1 -4 i » rehabilitation
:‘hei.hetd fr:e—.n_.'] _“ih_c.:' hng.e_xp‘]e'r_mnce with wildlife H_TW-_

work. F T b, -t ._4 w

I told her that I had just bought 60 mink, 4 bohcats anao L]
2 lynx and had no place to take them, would she be interested in -_
helping us to return them to the wild? And like the true friend -

that she is, she responded immediately with a definate ves. In ¢
mid-December of 1990, we loaded all the animals into a 26-foot .
long truck and drove west to the Olympic Pennisula. A recent sm, # i
storm had left the highways treacherous, and as we headed west Ig £
could not help but worry about our precious cargo should we slide ﬁ

off the road like so many other cars around us. we drove through< T, ’ 1
out the night, and early the next morning arrived at what we all U The frustration of our poverty had hampered us before
would soon be calling "The Sanctuary”. e ”":':_mpnd h h P to stop us. We were determined to give the cats what thev deserved -

- Bha - U b ek B 2 1 T “"M-, who better to make an "involuntary donation” than the State oft, i

Lol ovra : - 4, J-Tn’ashington who sanctioned fur farming and hunting and trapping of v . Ma*
gother furbearers. Late one night we piled into the sanctuary van iy
and raided a fenced lot, taking with us all the fencing material (}“'
needed to build two 26-fpt%t square enclosures. ¥~ ﬁ et
o ‘,_f\/

David Howitt and I spent one of the best Christmas's ever in my
life working in the freezing cold building larger pens for the
bobcats and lynx. Our finances were nil, and I was forced tos
beg and borrow to provide for the animals, the stealing would come
later. My second task was to recruit more people to help with Lhe
large task, and friends fn:T Oregon quickly filled the bill.
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i L : ESRSRN SRR Returning to the sanct-
uvary with the good news, we next enlisted the help of a Blackfoot
Medicine Woman from the area where the lynx had descended from.
Administering a blessing to the animals, we watched in amazement as
she freely moved amongst the lynx in their pens smudging them with
sweetgrass and sage. The animals seemed to be intrigued by the
woman, watching attentively her every movement. The Medicine Woman
jinstructed us on how we should smudge each animal again before
their release and this having been done, each animal would find its
‘path back to the wilderness world.\ i Ll 1

g Getting back to
gl work, we erected the pens around naturally vegetated areas where
[Mthe cats could begin their rehabilitation. The lynx were housed

Seperately‘, e did not want the female to become pregnant and;

T further burden herself during her first season back in the wild.

28 D' Next we introduced a natural diet. A lynx's diet consists almost

{exclusively of snowshoe hares whose population swings in a ten-year

F cycle thereby influencing the lynx populations. We did some resea-

rch and discovered that 1991 was a peak year, and the lynx moved

o One step closer to freedom.

¢ s
f NS .‘ ' __dBy this time I had known these
lynx personally for over ten months. Slowly I had began to see in
thcm the spirit that at times I felt could see right through me to
my innermost hidden feelings and fears. I was humbled in their
7 i ; presence. In their cages on the fur farm in Montana they appeared
A e to be fallen angels captured by the cruel callousness of Man.
Now they appeared to be returning to their power. Their regalness
returned and it became frightfully easy to understand why they were

4

'
¥ o Lkl Soon we were feeding the lynx only |RQN
live rabbits, and once they had proven their profeciency in killing
their prey, we decided to start scoping out release sites. The

lynx had had over two months in their large pens where they were . R Rt I

; ™ 3 L : believ s 7 Spri - 5 :
completely isolated from all human view. Slowly we had watched i lqoleugdhto betqupernaturaL -”1’9) are. In the F-}Fljlng &““O‘j‘me]_':.ff,_ I ; :.J'"
their wild spirits reawaken and we knew the time had come to retuarn ) 5. > began to map out our release strategy. Reintroducing . » SR

captive-bred native wildlife was illegal. Any liberation would L moadal e
have to be conducted covertly or else the lynx might fall into they;
bloody hands of the wildlife agencies that sanction the killingf - ~

these prisoners to their rightful homes. We were tempted to release,
the lynx in an area vhere lynx } been wiped out, hoping that they
would breed and replenish the area. But our research revealed that

‘ : - : : ; for sport and profit of th mx's wi ) et oy >
htwvo animals are too few to begin the reintroduction of a species] |2 p. 1 -f_" : v _e‘-j}?n oy :{d ]_.l'Q_tht’-.‘ﬂ e AN

so our search shifted to habitat already inhabited by lynx, nofmo . ’ L, e ¥ Rt . The night a'rrivéd 3
matter how few. Taking a map of known lynx range, we circled the # 2 ! . 3

- - Y I et = S ~ 5 .
% wvhen four ‘;,hasen liberators were gathered together at the sanctuar %é 2
.for the long journey to freedom. Already the lynx's feeding had
.been spplemented with roadkilled rabbits in preperation for their.
‘.release. A livetrap was borrowed from the local humane societyl}
to transfer the lynx from their pens to two seperate boxes outfit-»2
A ted with handles to facilitate carrying by two people. The -‘;.‘.';“ e
‘were completely covered with a sliding door on one end. P = Mk g
R i F 1y 3 - v acl : p - ) {2 i 4

X on the center of the area.
b

largest roadless area and drew an
Tl W J ;

‘
ld to the area, and as we arrived \
vas snowshoe hares running away b

to the trailhead we would need to 1
d by a major washout caused by the

xt we drove as close &s we ¢
at night the first thing we saw
from our car. The road leadi

carry the lynx to had been close

e 3 o » .
: 3 1 \.‘; ? . b. . -“:-"f‘r :\ ...t-. ) S
- ';;!:_ -...'I“ R, Qi ws st & L

o i
i

: s road and when -~
we inquired at the local U.S. Forest Service office about when the
road would be cleared, we were told that budget cuts -evented
them from clearing the road for at least two years. Again, the
lynx made light steps closer to freedom.

.i,,“ T = .;,;T‘» o -~ nce in]
the lynx were loaded into the back of a truck, and a
“ou) sanctuary to the ferry?
=

the boxes, : A
- ; i away from

guide car led our procession : it

S terminal where we would cross to Kingston, an(? then onto th'e e

har mounlal’ns. When we arrived at the ferry [ermlnrj] ve djscmeref \.\e\'

Y- Vo had missed the last ferry and were forced to drive cri\uth eq:r‘: .:rr, :

§ 3 ; rmterminnl that would place us right in downtown Seattle. ithou -

@eWany reasonable alternative, we boarded the fel_‘r_\' and h

Bklto discuss our escape from Seattle with two live lvn
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While four liberators carried the two boxes, I sped ahead on my}
mountain bike to ensure there were no other people on the trails
vho might raise an alarm at seeing four people carrying two ]ynxﬁ
in boxes. Many times I had to throw my bike over my shoulder an
climb over fallen trees, and as the miles passed, it became plainly[]
@levident that nature was reclaiming these isolated lands. But noth-
WM ing vould prove this more than the sight I was about to see. As IFU) S8
. aped along on my bike my senses sharpened only for the sight of 7K e,
B lanother human, I glanced down on the now abandoned road I fc:}lnued

Y J .t : - The three
\liherators in the guide car were instructed to follow us a few car
lengths behind, and should the unfortunate situation present itself

that we were pulled over by the police, the guide car was to serve
as a decoy by speeding ahead to divert the police's attention. It

_. was a crazy idea, bhut wve refused to even consider allowing the lynx AR and saw the unmistakable trac TN e
to fall into someone else's hands. We deboarded the ferry ande P Na PGS A - t s < i hf Ef“}: 1!;52 913‘(_1 ca.- 4 TR -
drove down the dark city streets of Seattle trying to pretend that Y A en Z‘ ATy
we did not have two lynx in the back of our pick-up which luckily . :_'
had a camper shell. : 4 - . b \'1""-
a 1M [ L: *.F .\‘ : L ““ \
; . . T AL oy }‘b"b 2
i d- . t‘ﬂ; A 4 X7, i
= SN b o, A - - ’t‘_ : ; S _1
A 4 Z R e s |0 AN }», o A
‘.x' S S = ¥ .g._g . P ",_r TN Wiy . S0, A
: _ gWith the escupe from Seattle complete, we A _"3')' u{;"f-’-'.. VAL G e O D Y e X B
Z hegan the long drive north towards the desolate wilderness where 2 fComing to a stop, 1 inspected the fresh tracks which brazenly) s-,c‘,\
.only lynx helonpged. We left hehind the freeways, and then the Mf.;led right down the center of the ahandoned road. The .':pact’.',fs‘q [ A
£ vsmall rural towns and soon began our ascent into the mountainous i ) .“.. betueen each pad was the telltale sign that the tracks I va :G“ e
< ggarea that we had previously scouted. The scent of pine and cedar 15 L 100king at belonged to lynx. I photographed them and aftery Lr‘é f
’jj‘_rp('lf‘d our noses, and 1 began to daydream about what must be going finishing my reconnaisance without having seen another human; %
through the sped back to the crew carrying the lynx to lend a hand and giveRay

vix's minds_and hearts about now. .
- LS i .
- 3
Ll L)
-

1

PPT4 them the good news. As I rounded a hend in the road, T almostyg
laughed at the totally suspicious looking entourape the libera- ¥ ‘-*-;-.
I 'Lors made. Three women and one man were carrying two seperate -"O_Q',
lmxes that were covered as if they were slaves in a far-aff ]-‘lnr‘l : ,<'.‘4'.
R carrying a royal litter containing hidden treasures. I ditchedfy '
my bike along the road and switched of{ with one of the carriers

Y &]‘Jm:' MR T

Ll
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A & : Y i :

; s ol Back at the sanct- ; mwg;?" P re LP AL G T

uary I had learned that like their domestic counterparts, the lynxj 2 fA11 day long we trudged along the former
I believed had the ability to almost telepathically sense the s fting the e bt il lon kcens and forging small streams.by
thoughts and feelings of humans around them. 1 had began as an Ef'M The 1ynx were pretty guiet about the whole affair, only occasioZ

experiment,to fill my mind with images, not words, that the lynx
could understand whenever I was forced to be around them such as
vhen we were moving them to larger pens. T filled my mind with the
images of a lynx running free in a meadow white with fresh fallen
snow, averting my glance at the lynx who interpeted a direct stare )
as a challe'we aa'he this was pure nonsense, but it did appear g would take in the beauty around us letting our soreness and
that the 1 EE vere ;ore calm when I did this ] i y &2 pain be forgotten as we each imagined how rightfully these lynxTH
s S d 14 UPPk belonged in this wilderness.Z4We vere alone in the wilderness ¥ g
I believe that there ' ¥¥ It was still too early in the year for hikers or backpackers ,p A5
was a day not long ago when humans were more in touch with thei the snow only recently melted from most roads. There was ap
mental abilities, and were maybe not always capable of literal§ chill in the air, and ours were the only human voices for ||

W nally swatting the sides of the box with their huge furry paws. bk
flxtt Every couple hours we would rest in the shade and fill the 7RX
BB lynx's water dishes which we could access through a small sl!
in the tarp that covered the boxes. During these breaks vel[pil]

communication with animals, but at least capable of conveying the | ot along on the road
intense feelings of fear m':.d respect. Anyone who has ever known ' : perhaﬁ:t:jil:i’bezg:ehf{tt}ef- ‘-m,. ';':.;,gn _\‘t}-;;ﬁ‘? i
horses can agree that animals are definately capable of interpeting 4 no s -—3«7333\4;,-&#,; ;".-1"-1 = " .-. 3 .
our most basic feelings. So I spent that night driving the dark iy A %_"‘ el e (] '&, i(‘«(l : -

. o - v

two-lane roads leading into the wilderness flooding my mind and .

heart with the images that I hoped our two wild passengers could D h\\ fRA 1 T, 1407 e

understand. Finally we reached our turn-off and drove the lastiygl "'}. 2 i £ Vo ! "2(‘ gy 0 -'-Eﬁﬁ 3

few miles to the washed out dirt road that led to the heart offAXNSRFERE . AL ‘5.1\'&;,,; pride s : o % :

possibly America's last lynx stronghold. e A — m : .\.I‘F}.’_ AT AT TSIy N L7 T e S
\ 1 presen o e L N N o LAY ST 'x.-,,‘ﬁ_f.!_ It was plain to see why the wild lynx:{g@

e iz el ey SR D Dol whose tracks 1 had seen had reclaimed these ancient homelands.¥gi

They were rightfully theirs, and in the absence of human intru-3J
sion, they found all they needed to survive. As the day neared \&
Be¥ its end ve came across another lynx trail, this one well dotted §
"": with the trail of fur from some preyed upon animal. Finally we
8 had covered 13 miles and decided to set camp for the night. The
H1lynx were moved some distance away from our camp, but still%y

within sight. Tired and sore we fell onto the ground and intod
£ our sleeping bags to rest before the bhig day tommorowv. In the i
gearly morning we rose and left our camp supplies where they 1ayLiM

i aen bl en e lia cons ) wilos tnope teseeach. the rirlones nite, '.
e T o el W

fArriving in the early morning hours, we elected to grab a few hours
W sleep before heginning the 15 mile trek to our targeted release
fl site. As the sun rose on a bright new day, it was like awaking\Xi
not from a dream, but in one. All around us oldgrowth cedar treesjy
vere draped with moss, and the song of the nearby river was like}

ja lullaby enchenting us off into a wilderness fairy land. Eve:y-
one was in the highest spirite, and after a quick review of our
maps, ve unloaded our two lynx relations, strapped our backpacks

on_and wan the lzmt'_l laot’ 1e§ of their ﬁrnez to fredom.




T : iy e ‘ \ / ' i % BRPtMWildlife rehabilitators had told us of the abili-a®
e T . 1 . ! o ty of domestic cats to survive in the wild, and in their opinion g "

: o : bobcats and lynx had even more going for them. What they needed '4'&:_--"-"-'
-jmost vas isolation from humans. Preparing the lynx as we had, R4 —P
introducing live animals into their diet had taught them __"‘:",\- -~ 3
see other animals as food, not something handed to them deady "!\ﬁ-. N
already, Placing the lynx in large enclosures had alloved them R

By now we had left even the abandoned road and were now on trail, -
Our path became more obscure and the lynx were more restless b
after now almost two days in their boxes. We decided to release °
the lynx as soon as we had reached a small clearing in the' g

@l forest 1 had scouted the previous day. Once we reached the in _la
clearing, we placed the lynx near a small stream where they Mito develop muscular strength that was not possible in the small’
could drink if they wanted and then began to spread feces we had Blcages on the fur farm, and isolating them from human view hadfa
brought from the sanctuary so_the lynx would recognize this —ep. nforced their fear of humans. ey TS - i
place as their new home.; v - SR ) P e ' ¥ :

0 ~A_\; SN
3 N Afte’t 3 couple hours of quiet we all
gathered on a large boulder overlooking the clearing some dista-
nce avay. We were giddy with excitement as the moment each of

g iwv i - ' 2y ¥ — . CA 3
us had waited months for ax_frru-d. Some of us had been involved e <" N ke Lo Chink eHnt for the
with animal liheration actions, but nathing could prepare us for 31 2 1 d i f thei f 4 : to n u'
the return of two prisoners to their homeland. This was an pdlynx we released one of their greatest freedoms was ever

W run into the end of their cage. When we obtained them, their§
for what was quickly becoming of the last wild animal nations... Mecages got larger and larger, and finally their last residence
_ R Biwould be the largest roadless area left in their range in they”

L . ’ ; . lower 48 states. I hope they ran and jumped, drank sweet spring

; #+%.vaters and munched the tnaty flesh of yearling snowshoe hares

who lived in abundance in the Spring of 1991. T like to think
that the lynx had kittens who would never see a human being.
Kittens who would only know the world of their great-grandpare-
And when the day came when our former lynx friends crossed

Maction in response to each of our own personal sorrovws we held

Our generation was the first to see so many species in the pris- i .
ons we call zoos and fur farms, or worse not to see some species

at all. A door was closing, one that in the past led to a world| ¢

where animals and humans lived harmoniously. And as that door/ o
closed with each clearcut forest or dammed (damned) river, weg™g :
fell further and further avay from every realizing the dream our
ancestors lived. The liberation and release of these few fur; ™ @' ;
farm prisoners was our small attempt at holding that door open i
long enough for others to realize what we were losing and cornc .
to the aid of our persecuted animal brothers and sisters.BNE re F

RN 7 e g LY IR

“u B f TNl - B .
When the moment arrived to open the hoxes,
to ensure that they were ready, and climbed down from the rock
end slowly approached the two lynx hoxes. Standing between the
boxes, I prayed silently to the earth spirits, begging for the
protection of these two gentle spirits vho were now returning
home. We had folloved all the instructions we had. Tn our

hearts and mind«s, and as given by the Plackfoot medicine voma
The nipht bhefore we had smudped the tvo lynx and it was
to turn over control to the earth mother. !

How
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G <) NI A Later that night we

: 4
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211 returned to our campsite and broke down the now empty lvnx

'
=

s M oxes and sat around the campfire lost in our own thoughts f@ ";t".}--."‘x'o\ 1

Re. ¢ Grabbing each box fuithout the lynx I felt like a visitor in a world I wouldTerigadi “R-

door in one hand, [ s1id them open ot the same time and quickly Praprobably never quite fully understand. Around the r:amp!'ire'\-'f' 9 ;

retrented bock to the bhoulder. As soon as the boxes opened, the Ytalked about food (as ours had ran out) and sang Songs .fr(ll'ﬂ‘,'?; 2
lynx were out. Not running, but out. They stared first at our urban earth warrior culture, mostly punk rock songs about ..1-
eachother, appearing like a mirror image and then began scanning smashing the state and animal liberation. We were the ]nslx} 4 2

their surrondings from the stream that trickled before them to
the cedar tree canopy a hundred feet into the sky. They never
looked back. Slowly they began to investigate their new home,
stepping gingerly over logs, sipping the fresh water in the st P o Tk A
stream and within ten minutes melte into the forest around . NS
them, one following the other. They were gone. Maybe they, sgiéega;;f?:: £
would starve, or maybe they would be killed by another lynx or 2 x { h ol
some other predator. But then again, maybe, just maybe the nize a fear I had not felt since I was a child camping in the > "
would dig into their genetic memgry and hunt the snozshoe hire, f§vilderness. I felt that something U?? ou; t:?{eé g::i g:-:;mt??pd & ‘K::F
forget the months in captivity and have kittens and live. Really of sight of view. I Iau.g;htl:g poimyse &N :‘h QI heacd it Tt 6N
live. No human would ever decide the fate of these two animals. to sleep, but the fear vou NOLLEORANEY: i 5 : \‘& " o

Qchildren of earth, but we were struggling to_find our own Juay, XM

home as ‘P. nx_now hgd‘. ‘_ s q,.' e \N T"w
3 O, 4 0 /L1 e AR XS s

M That night we all fell asleep M\r]y.‘iL M

eeping bags which were sprawled around the now g *

As I tried to sleep I could not help but recop 4N

4
i was a low throated growl that I tried hard to believe was the(g4} ¢

l;;l:::?;i:;c:(jr them meant the total independence from human e e e s PIiut ¥d  font ot mel then Sehina :
me. In the moonless night all I could hear was a GRRRrrrr.....
as it moved around the campsite. Finally the sound dissapeared
and one by one we began to whisper, "Did you hear that!?" not
¥ even knowing whether  anuone wass awake. We all were and we
PP 111 had heard it.\W L SN
9 \ . 5 "3 P d Ty v
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| activists free
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4 3 ! ) han it dawned on us. Amongst our c
~were the empty boxes with their lynx scent and the bags we |
used to carry the lynx's feces, it was a scent siren t?o every

#wild lynx in the area. We had been visited by

who recognized the smell of one of his own.
-~

Ap RN T LA

s o '

o e A e
j visitors to this enchanted w Lynx Nation reigned=z
W supreme and it_folt good to feel fear towards an animal who ha&‘
# visited us on its own terms not our own. We returned to our own
world, to the cities and freewvays,

Bwere hangin 5
2

Aboutique

4
.

o+ e 1
8 : S BV g i L s e s i : 33 . :
.“nd back 1n_Ponan, Montana the lynx still pace their £ - - A ¥ L) e . :
e C28€S, staring at the wilderness they once called home. TheyfadR] On November 268, 1996 four members of the Coalition To Abolish

remairlm prisoners of a war that began when the first European set ‘*
fl?Ot in their world spreading jaws of steel that would begin to YW
bite away at their peaceful nation. And it is a war that conti= ~a Rl
.gmnes today on any one of hundreds of fur farms and traplinesg "
near you. What remains to be seen is whether other children of
earth vill break from the ranks and join us in trying to hold
’Jopen the qoor to the world that is guickly dissapearing leaving
4us alone in a worl_&iuher only Man and his machines reign supreme

the Fur Trade (CAFT) were arrested near Berkshire Fur Farm in
Hinsdale, Massachusetts and charged with releasing mink from
their cages. The four are now out on bail awaiting trial and

need our help and support. Jaime Roth, Alex Smolak, Grant and
‘-‘ Warren Upsew are all being targeted for their outspoken work i
éin defense of animals killed for the fm: trallde in a state ttat
.ihas seen recent raids byst‘_h_e Animal Liberation Front (AL}).

2 ! A - !

(e ... : :
n August 1996, the ALF released over 1,000 mink from Berkshire

Furs, and returned again in October to release another 100. *f
The ALF hias been active rucehl]_‘.‘ in the Northeagt, &tiiking fql: 03
farms in New Hampshire, MNew York and Connecticut, FEver sinceyl|
M the earliest recorded colonial settlement of the Northeast have

=

Mink are native to the Northeast. Historic records report that
they were being trapped for their fur for European export as
dearly as 1621. Wild mink populations have steadedly been - u... . |
depleted by commercial trapping and environmental pollution of
their waterway habitat. Many of the ALF's liberated mink from;
d the Northeast are now living a life of freedom fulfilling an
A integral part in the aquatic enviromment their ancestors were:
stolen from 70 years ago when captive-breeding of mink for theirZ
fur began. Mink released from fur farms in Canada, Europe and i
Seandanavia have successfully survived in the wild, yet North

ica is the native homeland of all mink fur farms.

R x A Y
L AR SR gy

e ! 3 i - s AL R
(e The Fur Commission of the USA is playing an active role in®
""‘ contributing background information on the CAFT activists and >
is pressuring the District Attorney to make an example of thesels
4 young non-violent animal liberationists. The four activists
who have pled not guilty refuse to condemn the actions of the'ag
ALF which their Boston chapter of CAFT has repeatedly defended &
{ Partially because of this the Fur Commission is eager to makef

! an example of anyone who poses a legitimate threat to their {3
§ barbaric trade in native wildlife or speaks out for those whof#s}
do. A 5100,000 reward currently exists for the capture and @#
conviction of ALF warriors who are responsible for more thanfes
24 raids on fur farms across North America that have rescu
and released thonsands of mink from a certain death 5rrrs
§ s kSRR T T N e PTG AT R e



legal system that protects those who abuse animals rather than
those trying to prevent it, but also a billion dollar industry, !
that sustains itself on the death and destruction of native f

" wildlife by the millions. Most of whom are slaughtered for $
luxury garments for export to Asia, the former Soviet Union and #
!

'

S + S
Juine, Alex, Grant and Warcen are up against not only a crookedX ﬁﬂTﬂﬂ?..
L]

other Furopean countries as has been the history of commercial
wild
-
iThese four brave committed young warriors only crime is that theyj
refused to remain silent as American wildlife and the environment j§
is destroyed in order to make a quick buck, all at the expense of M
; future generations of all life. PRather than be punished by the B |
i1av, these four should be commended for taking social and ecological sty 3 E HiE, -
¥ responsibility to cease the war on wildlife that the fur industry g e 2 ; _I; " P
".nijhas vaged on this c for over 400 years.[PEE ) : '- ; : ' . :
L (. 4

life exploitation in North America for hundreds of years.
3 A YR T e . 5
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, that all people either
animal rights activists, envirommentalist indigenous sovereigntistfs
or their supporters stand hehind these targeted individuals who arej
B challenged by the fur trade and the society which sanctions their ;
M bloody activities. The fur trade is one of Europe's most ecologic—
§ally and culturally destructive imports to North America. Tt isBg
responsible for the introduction of alcoholism, prostitution,VEERES
disease and greater inter-tribal violence than previously existed.
The fur trade also continues to eradicate and cormercially exploit
native species of furbearing animal nations and demonstrate cruell
and callous disrespectful treatment of their prisoners and survivors@
on fur farms and traplines today. P i i |
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On December 17th, 1996 the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary
Movement (MRTA) stormed the Lima, Peru residenge of the
Japanese Ambassador during a diplomatic cock;all party
celebrating the birth of Japan's Emperor taking almost
500 of Peru's most political elite hostage. The 23 )
guerrillas crashed the party by blowing thrgugh a vallkEs
in the Japanese compound and gained entry without ;
invitation. MRTA forces engaped security and police in
a gun battle that included grenade attacks that killed
no one and injured only one rebel. MRTA guerg111as were
quick to shepherd the frightened party-goers into the
ambassadors residence while their companeros planted
booby-traps and mined the grounds of the componnd.
Armed with grenades, automatic weapons, anti-tank guns,
plastic explosives and a rocket launcher, MRTA then
issued a statement to the international media and Peru's
government demanding economic reform for the nation'sg

Sy

S S

B R R R Sy

4 i '

{ 0o ! E i

; : e |

to Jaime, Alex, Crant and Warren's legal
Bldefense. Fighting any legal indictment is costly and time consuming
Aand it is important that these friends know that they are not alone
in their battle. If you cannot spare any financial assistance atf§
this time, please drop them a letter or card just to let them know
you are one of the many who believe mink and foxes belong in the

§
.
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:I % Letler‘é of sapnnn\

i A CAFT Boston ; fis"
;4.4 PO Box 381855 g mysra
S Cambridge, MA 02238, USA' |

r .¥ild and not on one of North America's 800 fur farms.Ws majority poor living in poverty, the recognition of
i IR NSNS "g_!xgq;: 5Q§~f1jn;** ¥z ¢ MRTA as a non-violent opposition political party, and
» ) e : L \= 7 the release of over 400 MRTA prisoners of war . sl

- .;'.:8&‘-'- aropie B -
_Donations for legal and court costs
Sz gt &

JCAFT . "ig i
Bl po Box 8224 1T§ -

Dallas, TX 75382, USA :
Pleasa mark it for the “Mass. 4741

l ‘ 2 B =it % 53 s S The leader of the lightning ::rril-u:l' raid is Nestor Cﬂflf"?'
. Lo m A ; A X who has taken the name of lemijilio Huerta in honor o
. = ]

a close friend who was a textile union member murdered
by police during a 1974 labor strike against the textile
mill where he and Cerpa organized. Cerpa is a former
union leader who was jailed in 1979 for leadlpg a
worker occupation of another textile plant whth was _
being shutdown. Cerpa's wife is one of the MRTA membersH
who is in prison and whose freedom is demanded before
the last hostages caq‘be released.
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; : s i T account ol tLne .
compound, Cerpa engaged in political cnn\-nrsﬂtionpnnd ¢ 1°a | B MRTA than 22%;; jl;:;?}imori's S EhorrEs ln
debate with hostages and was careful to explain to all t: sad state of affairs for anyonguopgre NG eorists”
why MRTA's action was neccesary. "We are fighting for / arian regime, repeating that, hes  ateq &conomic bolocies
B social justice, we have been forced into this by a In the last ten years Fugimoiiﬂozetary e and the P
"‘Q government that does not respond..." Within days of designed by the Internat onaf it g s AT
mg’ the takeover, MRTA released hundreds of hostages —— Bank such as privatization g B i Avedtmant o Ay
3 many of whom shook hands with their captors and ;jshed the economy to multinabiong c preru's D ai iresaucias
= them good luck in their struggle to galn greater democracy sing exports and exploitation OBOZ B i Cymant rate B
1= " s0cial justice and freedom..~ BT T e e LA, ! o of thismad Caused Peru's c yment zate ud S
\ - it LE ) , 0% of the population to ive 3 i
3 forced over 5 o Y enal Seganizations a

-
R o o O I
! e LT e £ 2 S L S inter .
T Eegrdd e b T e . g After years of appealing to MRTA has cathulted the issue
_hw-T-;;1the 12 hostegéghihaz remain, S-QLQ ;uﬁfémé cdﬁrf ; ' ) human rfghta grougshi: zgu:::ité the forefront of the interﬁi
judges, 8 military generals, 5 congressmen, ministers, =y - ) at<bera, 3 humag % Bit has gained the attention of gOvernEi“ e
legislators, leaders of the armed forces and police, Vp" . ! tional medianﬂteizd for a group of young 1mpoverisheddinange
representatives of Japanese multinational corporations and worldwide-d Dmen who rose a ion to femces .
President Fujimori's brother. Among these hostages are the®™™ " ous men i “2 hts and freedom ional for
. very people responsible for Peru's extreme poverty and ..f~:7 j basic humanlrtﬁeir B Sntrys : a3
.. § flagrant record of human rights abuses such as General Ehat CORLED . :is:i e g
£f*4 ‘Maximo Riveria Diaz, the head of Peru's anti-terrorism - '
Bﬂ police and General Guillermo Robbio 7Zevallos, the head
i of State Security Police. A Guntamalan ambassndor held Y Q.
. f +  hostage was released by MRTA in recognition of a recent ;F“T
W\ . f..peace accord with guerrillas in Guatamala. A Uraguayan (egesd
i :\qambassador was also released following Uraguay's release ff=I-2tig4g
»

‘ﬁﬁ bove their oppress
from the occupat

4 0of 2 MRTA prisoners awaiting extradition to Peru. i

{7

¥ 5 :T’....rh-,.*‘r‘:- b " § ." i“ 5 . i ,-_' :
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A Peruvian economist who was released described his captors gm
as anything but terrorists, "They're guys that are nice, ¥ Hieldpl
actually. They don't shout, they ask you 'please'. Theré'sfgﬁffﬁ
~ @ connection there between some of the hostages and kidnap-11;nr"
oA Pers." Promising to adhere to international conventions JNELESM
*~ regarding hostages, MRTA guerrillas refused to fire on two b
“Zghostage§ who escaped in the early hours following the 4
igoccupatlon. Beneath Nestor Cerpa are two deputies named§
'+ Arabo and Palestino who are in their mid-30's with a gift
. of joke-telling. "These guyswent on and on as if we were
-I_qld friends from school." said a congressman held hostage \%
" They were dying to tell their war stories to anybody." g%~
; The rest of MRTA's 21 warriors in the compound seem to bg'h ~
no older than 20 and who joined after witnessing the death
and imprisonment of family members accused of heing terrorist <
or watching their villages being destroyed for allegedly @
sympathizing with MRTA. Two of the rebels are young indigeh—
g ous women from the jungle regions who were known to wave awvay®
hostages watching TV with their Kalashnikov assault rifles sob
they could watch the Mexican soap opera, “"Maria from the §
74 : Barrio" when not on guard duty. For the first time in theirR}
«s% [ lives giving orders to the ruling elite who have caused
g centuries UE'sufferini jpon their people. i
9. s 3 A\ r
But behind the almost casual relationship between the hostages
and their captors there lies a history of intense human rights
abuses and a deadly counter-insurgency program that has forced P8 :
Peruvian's such as MRTA to take up arms in their quest for -1_::%ﬂ:

i \ B v
lhorllétaged a "self-coup cgmp}c;e u1{p
; judicia :
ilitary troops who dissolved congress_anf‘;:e J?mLosjng :
'2;stem an radically altered the cgzzt;;gsi ity dads
" rgency” Fujimori impo i e
Statiooiizﬂi %he éuerrilla movements thwart;:ﬁtiife %&z w
}aws tment and government control of th% pgaed Y
1nve? opulation are indigenous, 3&? o E;:e ahd D et ]
?QE? :ngus ancestry yet Peru's minority w e apare e il
bkt lass comprise the ruling elite. Fujl A el S
Sure—. : I “p?ii i owers have led Lo a record of ?uman riphts AbUSE
| : B : i [
| - R T;at quipgss any blamed on Peru's Buert; las

4

4

$In 1992 Presideﬁt-Fuj

: Counter-
ave systematically tnrnotfd anyone W& .
be they union organizers, pnns?n‘.
human rights workenr:s. Coes
ad documented 1t housands of

insurgency campaigns h
critical of the government,
journalist, political opponents of

As of 1995, Amnesty TIH('rnﬂliUHﬂF had S & T s
cases of "dissappnnrnnrﬂs". unfair trials, hundred:

: T . o L] .1an

of imprisoned political activisLs, massacr:f by {:0h1:;n:he
ili i -judicial executions by > §
militar torture and extra- juc . _ - &
mjlitari’and police. [In one counter-insurgency operation 1%

s : : A : . the Peruvian G
liberty and justice. Within a month of the occupation, MRTA™ 1994, at least 30 poasangs ¥e:e ﬂxiiu;egr:yroutinv]y gl
I Army. GCitizens suspected ol terrord: : :
y folzed. beaten, hung from ceilings, c]e;t:?;nizdér?;grl:g
to allow entry, so about 20 Peruvian and foreign journalist drowned and raped. One pregnant woman A .p

that

defied the police and swarmed into the compound. The MRTA
guerrillas welcomed the unexpected guests and showed themits
hostages who had not been harmed and appeared in good sp-

nnd |\h\.l'.‘l|l"n] condition. " “lp ! “ .
vn v e v O MW T o ¥ ", n B

so terrified by the threat of police inroffngnt1§ns

" she spontaneously aborted from fear.

invited foreign journalist into the compound to hear their [}
grievances against Fujimori's povernment. The military refused
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211 extra-judicial executions in Peru, 51% are blamed on the soldiers pretended to throw him out of the helicopter while 25

_iblindfolded, opening up the aircraft's door and then laughing..- <.
;Prison conditions at Yanamayo located at 12,000 feet include . -5
below-freezing tempatures, unheated cells and water and no TR
glass in windowframes. Another prison is being built at

.1.6'500 feet in a part of the Andes called affectionatel}-“
" "Peruvian Siberia" where the military intends to Lransf(_\'m"
MRTA prisoners and other “"terrorist and treasonest citizens”
At the naval prison in Callao, dungeon-like cells are rnnr}véd
- for a half-dozen top rehel leaders where they are oniy-“h

rnment, with 45% blamed on the Maoist Shining

as who share no relationship to MRTA, who are A

*hlamed for less than 17 of abuses including the assasination X L
of o .5, husinessman. In 1905 amnesty laws were passed
offectively closing all investipgations or prosecutions of
human riphts vielations by the military and pol ice.’ b

Y peruvian gove
» path puerrill

; ?¥: ?l;nwcd o:t of their 6-[091 square cells called “"tomhs” anly,
4§ “twy3 hour a day. Tuberculonsis is rampant, and insanity and
: suicide attempts are common in Peru's prisons. v, f
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(WYY One journalist
for mapgazines and
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n Peru (

and her husband were jailed after working

_ ‘-, :‘ r
not that

o
fair trial i

d There is no such thing as a S .
there is anywhere). A The nev military courts boist a 97% F ' 2 newspapers crit ical of Fujimeri's povernment. Of her 5 minute
conviction rate. The draconian "anti-terrorism legislation 3 i trial she says, “Once you are G RE ALt ot o ber b
allovs political opponents, the press and huma? rightg acti-k 4’fﬁ, ~ g‘yourself , but lhorclzs no way hecause youn do not know who
vists to he imprisoned for 6 years for simply defending V&2 -.-i:ﬁﬂaccused you, you don't know what the evidence is, you have no
terrorism®. In the secret trials defense attorneys are denied , access to anythlng. You have no recourse at all.” Rosa
o !! Alvarez spent a year in prison before being roacdoned” o Lsha

access to defendants until the day of their trial, and arefﬁf
in circles hefore being taken

in hoods and driven around i
Inside the courtrooms they arc&id ..

still hooded as are the judges who sit behind mirrored glass.. . -

NDefense witnesses and cross-examinations are not a]loued.f -

Military prosccutors make »y o to military judrpes SRR
¥ : ;

ne

says of her imprisonment, “For the first 4 months, wve were |

not allowed out of our cells at all. In the morning we would, '

get tea or coffee. Then about 4p.m. we would get either souﬁ
‘ or stew. We could not even get sanitary napkins. We had tokj f'&iﬁ

f put
to the hidden courtrooms.

bathe naked outdoors at 6a.m. We had no books, no paper, no'
-lights and nothing to do. It was worse than a nightmnrn.]}
. ulHer husband, Jose spent &4 years in prison. Children are-\{
E *only_allowed to visit 30 minutes every 3 months, with no e
3¢ physical contact. “That means I saw my children for two.Yi.
hours a year. Do you know what that does to_a family? Do
does to your mind? . 7,
!

A ol
Ruiz Conejo, a journalist, is the only person ever to be
pardoned from Peru's notorious maximum security Yanamayo
prison high in the Andes where many
At his trial, the judge hid behind
with holes, his voice distorted through an electronic speaker¥
to make it sound robotic. At his side was a “court-appointed
lawyer trembling under his hood, "Nothing he said showgd any,
knowledge of the law, jt was probably the cook."” he said.

THe judge let Ruiz Conejo defend himself, but before he had
finished speaking, they handed him a pilece of paper withf
his sentence written on jt. Trials often last no more than
10 minutes. During Ruiz Conejo's transfer to Yanamayo,

e ‘r J ’ H
ple jailed on terrorism or treason charges since Fujimori]:
began his secret trials in 1992, human rights officials have u -
identified 1,504 as probably being innocent, 765 of whom were |\
‘eventually found not guilty though most had already spent
more than 3 years in prison. A peruvian journalist who was
imprisoned for 6 months at Lima's maximum security Castrof
Castro prison recalls beatings by club-swinging guards who}ﬁf”
Ewalked on the backs of naked prisoners forced to lie face {py:
‘down on cold concrete. He also remembers being fed rats B
putrid beans, "whiskers and all" while wrongly imprisoned :19
on terrorism charges. "The conditions were completely-% ﬂ?*hwm
inhuman, and the¥ still are now. g7 AWj@*ﬁ”-*”ﬁ?-“ '“" e
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said to have bombed this

uvian senator describes MRTA, "They™ _=
would go into villages wearing green, singjng_hymns, giving
away food, holding up Coca-Cola trucks, and piving Cokes to
kids." MRTA is so popular in some parts of Peru that whenk
- they marched into villages, spontanecous fieatas would brea
Wout, and the guerrillas would dance with the village wgmgn
s Saccording to the senmator. In a recent arrest and ggnf;g t
Jwith police, MRTA members captured were heard shouting, s
. é"Hhile there is hunger and misery, no one 5urrgnders here! :
A captured MRTA member said, "We don't engage in terrorist|g
4 acts. We fight to change the situation in this country so "
Si‘there will no longer be hunger and exploitation. Spe?ﬁing_
;# lout in defense of MRTA can land you in prison, yet one: —m
Peruvian housewife says of the abassador's palace occupation,

O

‘ 2 ‘i A‘-‘"'i -{".%h -
The release of its prisoners !
B .5 all guerrillas and political prisoners are routinely

. RTA members
sinpled out for torture and abuse. About 1,000 M
i “ :izs'nou imprisoned, many of whom are now on hunger strike. R .

AL

high priority of MRTA's

is a

Though absent from most U.S. news coverage, MRTA_afe TOt
newvcomers to Peru's revolutionary scene. The origina
Tupac Amaru was an Incan warrior whg led a rgbel}lon in
the 1500's that almost removed Spanish colonization frzm
much of South America. When captured, he was drawvn an
quartered in public. 200 years later another indigenous

inst the ai: b #"1 think this is something the people want, while the
rebellion took his name in_a failed revo}t aga “eo 2"1 thi . people want, uhile
Spanish in 1780, ; % e - - ST 1A% majority keeps quiet, the Emerriti

.. ik gl

At - for us."” v
_ r, f& s : . 3 _'gprotest. :
3. ¢ . ' ! : ¥
~The Tupac Amaru of the twentieth century is a genuine Robin o
BsHood-like movement resorting to physical violence only as a
last resort. MRTA's military successes include the destruction
of two military barracks and four military helicopters used in
counter-insurgency operations. MRTA also has bombed a Coca
Cola bhottling plant and the Bank of America, launched a mortar
attack on the U.S. embassy, firebombed Kentucky Fried Chicken
outlets and in a daring prison breakout, dug a 900 foot tunnel}
under a maximum security prison with the help of unemployed®
miners and rescued 47 MRTA prisoners of war. The liberated'3pefig

guerrillas returned to active duty in MRTA's ranks. & f‘ﬂ
: Lo ;5 \ G e '

‘r 1 / T e

MRTA is ‘best known for by the citizenry is the hijacking of
trucks and the distrobution of goods to peasants. Following
the ambnasador's occupation, Jdapanese medin stated that MRTA
hun, "o hape popular Tollowliong among Lhe impoverished hecause
the money it steals from companies or recieved as ransom injie
kidnapping rich people is always passed on to the poor.g -y
A spokesperson for MRTA says, "We do things like expropriate
food from the big supermarket chains and hand it out to the %
peaple...we strike at the army and police who are hecoming S
more and more like occupational forces within their ownfE
‘; o sl o ;

| a
3 L}
And where is the United States in q]] lhiﬁ? FnllnwlnngiZijrgir;
Wraid, a team of "security advisors” was dispatched tnd,q mh“"":ﬁ'
§ possibly it is suspected including Delta Force comman]?.ugawku -
from the armed forces who might offer technical as we l?.
i physical support should there he a hostape rescue ﬂlipmi,"
Already Peruvian intelligence hns reported Illa'll.' n : ,H‘.l-l\y‘. 4
% plane outfitted with infra-red cameras has flown an‘l} ¥‘1
reconnaisance missions over the Japanese compound. And 1?

®o% recent visit to Lima by Vice-President Al Ggre ;omme?dii 24
 Fujimori for his economic programs and eradication o ei;s
Shining Path guerrilla movement. The U.S. takes great ga e
'(35 %to ensure that all of the America's are rid of politxia A
e & : i A B pat PY’<dissent through foreign aid programs and mi%itary §§§d§2i21 ;
4 % ""r“;’”t-- ;! i ®The recent presence of U.S. advisors and military S
; ' & in Peru is nothing new. A former high-ranking CIA o - 2
Ahas stated that since the 1960's the CIA has maintaine IL
ptsoperations in Peru providing military equipment }s1ucP a?Ui;n:
7y - Thelicopters, arms and other combat hardware to t ﬁﬂr;:ifv:Ji
rl1n1b.-w~-”m? ; :
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military and police with training provided by the CIA's

Special Operations Division and the Green Berets on loan

from the U.S. Army. These U.S. backed, trained and i
equipped forces have employed burning villages that .
supported guerrillas, napalming the jungle regions, RET PERUVIAN M
satuvaration bombing and throwing prisoners out of heli- !
copters. All this to silence Peru's largely indigenous
population who have a long heritage of resistance to 10 see what ¢
authoritarian regimes built by the ruling class. Under . ...
the guise of the "War on Drugs" Peru like Mexico is i 1
given the tools neccesary for the Fujimori government Jur first stop wf
to maintain its counter-insurgency war against poverty—jhmmmmmgv
striken citizens who only want a people's democracy as ; e i ) Ryt
MRTA proposes where everyone is involved with their ael Castillo, 111} _ LR 5 TR XA
workplace and community and is free to decide their own peoldys—ihf

10 life in pn-..“
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Al lose we are here

destiny. o) : \ ; el T aled T e S e C
b e i S L s how ¢ - s ibly mea i
, fqp"l‘lhefndcs ‘also be recognif:ﬁrion terrorism" which :2‘éarfreedom5 r.wh‘g\,
; T . 2P, ., | S to declaring a of constitutional 1'13'h‘c‘-ls ce gave us to b e
AT - : A s the SUSpe?iﬁg peclaration °§ Indepe tal regime like tned '
e A ' ' % ors O er a i R 2
i 1 18 g. e ol VA ;::;Ere that ve neverlgﬂll N ey iimori's actions remam‘-l.- 2 =
: : > ‘ : ‘? Not on . ) _
- : - - e Eie s oy Sas X - ! E 4 o
Hd Meanwhile back at the Japanese ambassador's palace) e ;

eru.
: ( one in P Sitie 0,53

'sanctionei btesr. for contro
e the

fiFujimori has offered the MRTA rebels free passage out well D

% of Peru possibly to Cuba or the Dominican Republic.

r 4

the American popu

. /
e does not lie _,}4‘ \_

. Like the r chang
) Nestor Cerpa has adamantly refused stating that had he fr:ZiEZr that the true force gggrnmeﬂtv it Snrviv?ip{?.
i wanted out of the country MRTA would have simply left. T cture of any 8 :

o be free.

within the stru
the hearts of a

ar.
o

Fﬁ MRTA has vowed resistance until the end unless their
srothers and sisters are freed from the hell-holes
iPeru's prisons are. Negotiations towards a peaceful
isettlement have heen cut off after Nestor Cerpa accused
’the military of attempting to dig a tunnel under the
B abassador's residence to execute an attack from above
and helow ground. 5 TG e il
F

people dying t

Once again we stand witness to a U.S5. allied countryf§y
that commits such horrendous human rights violations
that a certain death or life of misery in prison is aj
risk worth taking for the warriors of MRTA. If Peru
happened to be Iraq the U.S. media would be tripping
y over themselves to expose the atrocities that a fascist
iMl dictator committed against its people. U.S5. military
@ intervention would be sanctioned, and U.N. forces would
,also be dispatched to instill democracy. But instead wel
have a country that does not recieve condemnation by the
iinited States but commendation for its building of a
‘hridgp to the 21st century. Hiding behind the shield of
fighting “terrorism” any government is free to violate
every human and civil right of its citizens./BE
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OCOSINGO, CHIAPAS, NEW YEARS DAY, 1934 = g WEAPON-LIEGS

gIn Jarmary 1997 the Zapatista Ammy for Natiopal Liberation (EZLN) rejected a counterproposal from the
‘Mexican goveroment that removed protection of indigenous rights and culture that was included in a
“ipeace accord signed by both Mexico and the EZIN in 1996. The govermment proposal would allow U.S.
| corporations like Louisiana-Pacific, International Paper and Simpson Paper to create huge timber
. plantations on indigenous and commumnal lands. Since the rejection of the goveroments counterproposal
; the Mexican military bas escalated its presence around Zapatista commmities and supported the increase
| },in paramilitary groups somwe of whom bave been trained by Mexican and U.S. forces to terrorize indigenous
ipeoples. A Low Intemsity War is being waged in Chiapas with disappearances, kidnappings, beatings, rape
“|torture, shootings and firebombings of human rights workers, obsrevers, indigenous peasants and amyone
suspected of sympathizing with the EZIN. It is now estimated that five peasants a day are being assasi-
nated. Pentagon papers confirm that Mexico has recieved U.S., Israeli and Guatamalsam military support
land advisors and acknowledges a U.S. military presence in Chiapas as early as 1995. These "advisors”
{traan counterinsurgency commandos and paramilitary groups and it is believed the U.S. Arwy is assisting
;{in bringing Argentinian mercenaries into Chiapas. It has even now been confirmmed that the U.S. actively
interfered with commmications amongst the EZIN delegation during peace talks in 1995. Meanwhile, thbe
flow of U.S. military hardware contimues over the border. White Guards, Throatcutters, Red Masks and
*Peace and Justice are just a few of paramilitary groups supported by the ruling political party, large
L.landcunars and the Mexican and U.S. military. All of whom bave begun a violent offensive against the
' lEZIN and civil society in Chiapas with hopes of destroying the peace process and any political reform
or protection of the indigenous peoples of all Mexico. As a death threat to 28 human rights workers in
Chiapas said, "Now you will see how your govermment really works."
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Long before Columbus ever stumbled onto the beaches of North America),
millions of indigenous peoples called this continent home, Many of i
@l these nations had developed regular trade routes across hundreds and
jeven thousands of miles, and an agrarian society was maintained by { -
tmany more. The typical stereotype of the indigenous North Americant
is as the hunter, and though this is accurate for
; nations, many cultures were not pushed towards a greater dependency
A Fon hunting until the arrival of Furopeans who forced the indigenous
t’t_ populations away from sustainable agr

existence . &z;“"’ .
ey $ "“;‘ - e L)
S ﬁ ‘ W

| FamaM W
g o S The first English colonialist to land in wi
England” in the 17th Century wasted no time in capitalizing and @g
llterglly stealing from the indigenous peoples agricultural bounty.
) The Pilgrim's who landed at Plymouth Rock record how they raided house
Y and storerooms of corn and other farmed foods and eventually through
- )

ph)‘sical force took over already tilled lands rather th
»tedious task of clearing

some indigenous;

1at is now

their own lands for cultivation.

grow their own food,

3

f : : ring It is no )‘:
f-4Secret that without indigenous peoples assistance in learning how tog - “‘
- -

d have starved togr,

the first European colonizers woul
] [ S

I e '
NG« A IOy < R )
We can give thanks also to indigenous peoples agrarian culture
for such foods as corn, potatoes, many strains of beans and rice and a ™\

st of other plant foods that we sustain ourselves on today. In fact,
gmore than halil of all modern agriculturally produced crops were derived
W from plants domesticated by indigenous peoples. The historical deniall
of advanced agricultural methods practiced by indigenous nations is in'¥
kr:ze in}g with the lies that we were not a highly civilized cultu

A : e

oa A ek i e : e '
By labeling us as heathens (a term that described the pagans who 1 ved gl
gon the heath, that is "wastelands" of western Furope) and savages, the
Jearly colonists were able to justify the destruction of our societies@
:without the concern one might give to the invasion and conquering of an
already civilized land. Also by denying advanced agricultural practices
historians are able to continue the lie that the many millions of peoplef
fJ_ that inhabited North America could not have existed as indigenous peoplel

& - L 4 .
Z. .~ plants the western world eats today, but we also developed horticultural

:Emlltl};e and into a more nomadic
; L =

an performing they¥

:..‘.4'.'.“"‘“" ek
t '_-\‘Not only did we domesticate most of the food

SLASPITEN ¥ )’ g/
i

/ smethods that created food surpluses that allowed peaceful trade 1ejth»!f_‘§‘-_..lk
many other nations of indigenous peoples. Such facts speak of the trutkh

and are proof that North America was a highly populated civilization;"._},—_’
ithat was inhabited by tens of millions more people than is conrluonly..‘;'i
Once the truth is known, the extent of European,'p
ones staggering to compare. = ®. & ¥ L ’r’-,l- .
: o 1L I a . ] Pl o ay

i 'r”-"-!,w ,f-‘ii,ér-‘ N S ol el R
PR T A - _/"J S LT 1 3“‘& For indigenous pec:ple_ A
§in the Southwest, hunting was a supplamentary activity, overshadowed b)_j‘:\_
p¥horticultural practices which provided the basis of our food supply. ? "
f§ For thousands of years indigenous peoples grew corn, beans and squash,

commonly grown together. It is believed that as many as 500 differentZ
varieties of corn were grown in the Americas previous to Furopean co
‘est. Here in the Southwest, and in many other indigenous cultures ¥
animals were not domesticated for food production, so no d;hi,:_}:_l)rpdu

existed..” R < -6 & i §
R <3 SR " - ; m ;, ,_E;). £
D_ & B el S —t vPGW ol
- -.#Previous to the Spani+i Conquistadors intrusion into the

.:Southwest, many indigenous peoples sustained themselves on over 85%: ¥
plant foods with very little animal protein. The Yaqui Nation primarily .. %
- wwas vegetarian with only occasional animal protein in the form of shell- g
; :;1f1'sh vhich were easily harveste] from the sea. Nations that did sustain
themselves on the killing of willlife only did so after days of prayer !
and purification. Without a tremendous amount of preperation and respecte:
“Tthe killing of an animal relation might bring unknown disaster te a,..

ey ipeople.  The hunting of any animal was never tolerated for sport or for'_('-_- |

. 5 R L
-l'-' ~ {28 -any other reason but absoclute neccesity for survival. O 1-01:-1[10:‘-5!111):1""“""‘:
1l LR T .

ooy
‘with the animal world was a sacred one, and the death of an ar;n_rual was i
! SR e
seen as the death of a being on our own spiritual level. _}ﬁe..,
Aohigal
e L D T o T _ : -
- . . ¥, .
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(RN t Ay ¥ JMuch changed
when the Spanish arrived. The Spanish were quick to learn of ourfi; .
“idependancy on planted crops and began to burn i_'nrr:-.lanfis and ff:o:}stmes
2 .0\ @S a way to create a greater dependancy on their own 11_11{!. \(*:Llons : o
n_ .living outside control of the Spanish Crm:‘n were seen ar a t:hl(‘aL: tDj.- <
Spanish colonization, especially because indigenous s]a\'e?s mr..ledmte y
became neccesary to the Spanish for their labor in the mines Llagt
produced the gold and silver neccesary for the Sp:‘ll::llsh h_ngdom L{::“‘_.
expand its empire throughout the world. For the first ‘lntue. manyy
m. 4 indigenous peoples who resisted this slavery and _dng_.:m-;:.rmnl'.\me-«l.
'forced to hunt animals they rarely did before. For many nations, w
e physical violence was also F(u[.Luin,}_.J, they had rarely caimitted against
‘I ¥

35

were primarily "hunters and patherers". That is one of the bigpest l:ios
of the last 500 years.§ LY = e 3 3 ol
A iy 6

' PR A WL T ! : ' . 2 Mot
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e ) ; and gatherer societies. *. Y
9% began Spanish * _* ".f
Lbegan in the Southwest on a large scale. The introduction of 7
'-'hof':es meant indigenous tribes could expand their range and compete for
: 1ghbors. i
= hcmelands meant greater conflict with previously peaceful ne o
! }l,’.f Some indigenous peoples collaberated with the Spanish in exchange for'y
L;" N their survival and for the first time
The S;Qn'féh also were responsible for the introduction sheep
J cultures such as the Navajo who began raising sheep for wool and meat f‘?ﬂﬁ"
¢ JeOther nations were forced into dependence on domestic livestock as their. .
le that began in the late 16th century. Commercial hunting near
::':alﬁapzpulated Ey Furopeans depleted wildlife populations that in di:r.
. ¥t i SRR
Lo D A N = SRR A e\t
oL L -E&t&-ﬁ- @Sﬁ‘@% A

Tl st
A1t was durn£ r.hi.ls time that the hunter o
(8 hunting lands, and the displacement of indigenous peoples from their "' -
) largerscgle warfar
G e
~f ;and pigs into North America, therehy permenantly altering such indigenous
% §| pre-conquest cultures were not possible during the centuries of armed
i times pro"__ide thnustnne'indip?g_rlmgs pe}_ng]e required durir;ﬁg_mp

L L H :rg B - A o X

; By the early 19th century many nations in the southwest lj‘ecrg ;_J, JEAS
engaged in a lifestyle dependant on raids of neighboring tribes and%u; e
European settlements which provided the foodstores and supplies they el \k .
were unable to raise and manufacture themselves. By the time non-Span;sh__}?h,_—.,-Jlf.-_,»:

Europeans reached the southwest in the 1800's, the face of Native Arnerlca_ Bn :“ ]
“~and subsequently the indigenous diet had radically heen altered. As mrzk‘ =R
@9l and more indigenous peoples were dislocated from their native homelands, M = ',l
Fa greater dependancy on Buropean trade was created. Periods of peace for ;,"ﬁ,-"-;_'_-.—‘

/jmany nations were infrequent enough to prevent the time neccesary to 111 * W ]
the land, plant, harvest and prepare food for storage. %_\Kﬂg,&%%l
- ] P . e b 3 ] 2 5 3 A
: %\u’ et SR RN e
} R 3 R o5 A Y .y (AR hr'As much as the My N1
var on indigenous peoples themselves was waged, so was the war on the Ao e

‘8 ydigenous way of life. Military installations were placed in the center-Ti "=
¥ of hgmelands znd all indigenous peoples not under Spanish or American-eersT%e
% authority were often considered hostile. This forced those indigenous’ W&

i people resisting assimilation further away from t_he peaceful pursuit of,
& their pre-Buropean lifestyles such as self-sustaining agriculture.”
A <By the time the 20th century rolled around, indigenous peoples t_'ound
M \hemselves surronded by the rapidly increasing European and Mexican
populations. Centuries of warfare eventually came to an e‘:ld as the

£ .

"% indigenous nations laid down th_qi_r_am_s_._i__%-l B U0 A :
. - ) =S - i . - .

D) ‘z:‘

€ s

' C A A RARST AL
. 4 A N XA % £ ~Many nations we
lar;c'!s foreign to them that were often unsuitable for agricul_ture. the
N best farming lands going to the conquerors. A new way c_af life began for
'sh *™—many who previously had never lived under the Euro-American rule. 'Hitl_gé-g
’t""!‘:"‘"'"”-:"l:heir former lifestlye shattered, indigenous peoples were left with no¥jt?
e v ivmns w1 ternative but to accept the menger handouts given to them by _Lhe u.s. "
M0 covernment. Thus began the present-day food commidity program that for - S 2 )
8l the first time introduced indigenous peoples to foods previously foreign . ‘. - I
% to them. In Mexico, indigenous people were forced to work on large * ., . J
AL b1antations growing cash crops such as coffee, heneguen, sugar cane and e Sidegiipiy |‘
palb==cormn that they would never eat themselves. i o % 7 gz
X v e T

= - .= .,;:--"i

ThatL
Others may

Aok Here in Arizona, native
people slowly lost touch with their agrarian heritage as they accepted
livestock for their sustenence and began to create a dietary dependancy
on non-native foods. Gathering of wild foods and cultivation of crops
was abandoned as native people entered the societal workforce where
cash flow allowed them to obtain foods previously unavailable. Meaty
dairy and processed foods high in sugar and cholesterol not only were
purchased, but also continue to be provided by the U.S. Department
Agriculture's commidity food program which often traffics in food
surpluses to indigenous peoples. ¥

i The metabolism and physiology
people raised for thousands of years on wild and genetically unaltered
plant foods in combination with unpolluted air and water has been
severely affected by this foreign diet. MNutrition related health

Bldefects have been rampant on Indian Reservations. High rates of obesity}

high blood pressure, diabetes and coronary disease are proof that the'gl
war on indigenous peoples continues on a different front. In the lateM
20th century food is a weapon. The United States has long used food
aid as an incentive to break the will of indigenous peop

Also corporate agri-businesses have destroyed local and
regional food production, ripped apart rural agrarian cultures and
pitted farmer against farmer as they struggle to survive in a world
market dominated by corporations with a monopoly on the world's food
supply. In many parts of North, Central and South America, indigenous
peoples are economically blackmailed into growing corn and grain on lands
that could feed their own families and villages, but who because of their
need to survive in a cash economy must provide the feed to the livestock
industry. ) L
All so the "First World" may have their Big Mac's, Whoppers,
and other meat products that cost not only indigenous agrarian cultures$
but also ecologically valuable land and water that could provide healthy

g7 - foods in larger quantities to many poverty striken peoples. But all is £
X ‘not lost. :

isouthwest as we rediscover the wild and agriculturally produced pla\:?r;-

A resurgence has began amongst indigenous peoples of the " w’w

foods that not only provided sustenence for thousands of years, but also

e contribut g :
. 41Wn: e greatly to loweg 1_?:_':'13 _of‘ !:\ell:h robtl._t_arggr.\_!ﬁ] l

A Do b o I
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ALV instance were grown here for hundreds of yea

than soybeans. Other wild plant foods such as Prickly Pear have long|

21 A¢been a food source for native people and it is now known that the fruits
~ and pads from the cactus are filled with vitamins and minerals and STy
' ~soluble fiber which slows the absorption of sugars into the body thereby::
.y, contributing to a reduction and even reversal of diabetes which is "= C -
-« common among native peoples of the southwest. A native plant-based diet ~ .
. ~similar to the one enjoyed hy our ancestors also reduces cholesterol ', :

which helps lower our risk of coronary heart disease.j
g 3

Slowly we are

wild food plants have been found still surviving in isolated canyons and

valleys where seeds might be harvested for the rebirth of our agrarian|
Here in my desert homeland native foods include watermelon

sunflower seeds, corn, beans, squash, chiles many varieties of cactus

indigenous plant foods just waiting for our rediscovery.
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Sit to the southwest a vegan diet he _ . : # 0
3 mxin? rgtuf: not only a natural diet that provides optimum health, : 5
Mbut also one that helps preserve a culture that was almost lost upon 29 : L i
the introduction of commercial foods. Though not always vegarla, l.?ﬁls A /b /A‘ ;
Jfl traditional diet can help our children also learn the survival s b X
S¥neccesary to live self-sustainably with little or no dependen:y mto .
*U.S. government handouts.JBy growing our own food we also return

AT, ' /4 3 YPGoe :
é’ a relationship with the earth that we have nearly lost r.herld by o

i
inhospitable enviromment, but a world waiting to share with us the o 2 .
bcunt}e that has sustained human and nonhunanglife for generations. i y2nnual pilot whale slaughter there. Along the way, ve stopped tofilh
Though T have eaten animal products on rare occasion such as ceremonies refuel in Reykjavik, Iceland. Home of the country's only whalingfj
and as a guest in impoverished households where any food is welcomed : r;‘?”' :S §°°"ha? ve dodi“fd SOHCE patrols ve(r]e se:I u;; around o:r :

, 1 i "' |ship and the whalers. Also ivers were sent down dai y to check§
e s b ieala demnoi et 5o el low prple:die beseit the whaling ships Tor mines ve'might of blaced on theil huill st

: ;night. rett atteri t r
the environment, but also in the hopes that it is possible now for us S . Y 230 L
to return to the pre-conquest diet that let us live in non-violent
harmony with the animal world which we still know is so sacred.
Ry ]

-

Meanwvhile, Greenpeace
“|who had their ship, the Sirius there as well got jealous as their ¥

3 ! {visit had not merited such attention. They joined with the Icela-[:4

: 3 : ; inders and called us terrorists for sinking whaling ships, and ban-|¥
majority of our ceremonial foods have always been plant-based, 'ned our crew from visiting their ship even though journalists on 4y,
tamales, beans, squash, tortillas, flat enchiladas and chiles and it ' ‘board complained to us that while they were in port, Greenpeace had}
is not hard to remove the animal products from our diet without losing] .watched passively as the whaling ships went to sea to kill whales!
any of its cultural integrity. It is up to my generation to reintroduce . and did nothing. As long as Sea Shepherd was in town, the whalers: °
the traditional diet that is not only one nondependent on corporate or ‘refused to go to sea. Captain Paul Watson told them we were on our!
govermment commercial foods both plant and animal, but also one that

: :way to the Faroe Islands, but if Iceland refused to abide by the
is available to those not able to afford the privilege of natural food

iinternational moratorium on commercial whaling which would take
stores and there sometimes expensive food products. A return to Nativel o RlAlieffect the following summer, we would be back. 2
American Vegetarianism will always be a goal parallel to my desire for, ; A

cultural preservation and protection of our homelands and sovereignty. : ! OV Tty Uil int
“\ R 3 : : port, I walked to the part of the harbor where the whaling ships
; i were and watched the police watch me and told myself, "I bet that if
we were not here, there would be no police guard on the whalers..."
Besides the cops, there was only one watchman onboard for all four
whalers. I buried that information in the back of my head where I

keep all my other little schemes to save the earth
7l the Sea Shepherd. 3 2 5
et -2,

@ < A YN =) i - i
g For a catalog'—ot' native plant foods and seeds send $1.00 to: - e . . : | el
’_Ihr_ive Se&f]'a!m 2509_‘_}!. Campbell Ave., l?25, 'I\x:;s%tli, AZ ___,..ﬁ = = ! L L7 A T
g X Y.06) i _ : s . pet 2 Ir.. ..........-.......-l
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A year later, and I was onboard the Sea Shepherd
@l again this time in Malmo, Sweden for the International Whaling
Commission (IWC) conference. There the big news was that Iceland
was refusing to cease their whaling operations, despite the uor1§-
wide moratorium to assess whale populations and every other whaling
nation in the world was watching to see what the member nations oy
would do since the IWC lacked any enforcement body save individual
member nations economic power in the form of sanctions. Captain
Watson repeated his warning to Iceland to abide by the moratorium
or face enforcement of the moratorium by Sea Shepherd.gagH
ey e . . a3 -




L e

ol s : | ater Sea H
Shepherd would be the first and only non-govermenta observer to
T e b Panned from the IWC for having done just that. That "1'“::";“:9:- il ! We were not Green Berets or Navy S : '
~% returned to the Faroe Islands to successfully interiﬁre : gailedf Bow o success. He just asked us wha:yveeals. yet Paul never once told us he doubted
SETNE pilot whale slaughter again. 1 got beat UP, arrested an joined the : gave us the vote of self-confidenc needed, and by not questioning our ahilitieqwr
%%=% by the police for the first time, and after my release re oh th > i In late July David and I signed off th needed to helieve we could be snccessful
=t Sea Shepherd where wé returned to have a :_gnp_})?g b?_-t:.tle wit L " were off on a tour of Burope. No mi"‘: 'i:rew of Sea Shepherd telling others ve @
! ol Vessel, the Oligs Ja8. - e e L g e ey et s A B i
0 » 357 B .t Sl s e e me too. i ; ; shared a
s e _:..;;’.f--.::-,‘l-'d’-?—‘{;fl":,;;-;ﬁ;,-_-.: < S ebomet - they were . £ e v bodid kit u:;c:eggtll;:!d;‘:r;:alm}h-w! we were off to do nmwlhi:;n:;"fﬂ:r}lnuq
f;-strying to board our vessel at sea shooting tear gas bullets at us “u.l T —. Reyk javik, we would return to th;_. g: ntq:d in us. Later before our departure to !
,-:,-;&and lobbing tear gas canisters onboard, but we threw every one back . . s intentiona am we knew it had hurt hi: El epherd and confess to Nick of our réﬂ]
d a firehose at the same Faroese. _:_:L‘__:_ the Sea Shepherd through the long l‘ngll':;:rv‘;;t::m ;J‘;::inz h‘? alone to care for
! = 7 was pleased, and the last

-Gt at them and I got to shoot flares an
%2z cop who had beaten and arrested me. Very empovering stuff, but thats == "% 7. ‘;:;?‘ he ever spoke to me were, “it must be great d oo
- A7 ot - i " L A rea i :
eve in..." a few months later Nick committed su?c'i'ﬁ:a's :'::1:%0:‘1’; ;:’:;:11}-'t
e v . an to

' another story. Anyhow, in that battle, one brave crewv member shined "7 -
bright, and that was the youns Cornish engineer Davi 20l slip h-“C"E into a life of drug ahuse. [4g °
/ i i
ﬁ A

d Howitt who kept=—: _ __

- ==

the Sea Shepherd rolling by pushing our engines to the max despite . Z=Se—
the engine room being 120 degrees and full of tear gas. Had ve lost S55=o % ! A i David b T
speed or stopped we not only would have lost the ship, but probably il i working to raise the m id and I spent the whole Summe
gotten our asses kiced big time by the Faroese and gone toO jail for.==2 TRy London's Chelsea d;ntr‘;::ydﬁszn;":h:'::’an- I waited tables in a nljgmzl:: 1:%
a very _long time . et e A ; e -:-,-.._'-_"'"-"-'é‘* Road during the day. David went o ghts, and refinished antiques on Kings
“ el i A =iy Every few weeks we would meet southern England where he picked ho &
- we had gathered on Iceland to discuss our plans and go over intelli a2
. When our work was complete, we would "‘ﬂkeg:“f‘et 3
] atc

' = e e : of paint-filled lightbulb
d for Bristol, England. Now that ourl = ~— shops. 8 s and ride out on our bik
g summer campaign was over, my thoughts shifted back to lceland' S ~Sem =2 oy, . Heafhrmri??;it}:g g:’t’ca“i"ed when ve rode the Lf.f,d;: ﬁgiigizf;dmm"gi" fup g
e whaling industry. News reports stated that Icelandic vhalers had%-_ 2 ¥he:airport, ‘1 rewoved our IcelandAir flight to Reykjavik. As w odl‘)lr o s
R ¢ (11ed a self-imposed quota of 80 sei whales, and 40 fin bothS2Sg : the Farth" with a pmu: Pa;_ch from my jacket that read "Save the s gmﬁ'\
B endangered species. 1 approached pavid who by now was a g00d CPam = == _,l:l =% clothes and raingear ms O‘ a fin vhale. All we carried with us B sl el
friend, and late one night after our watches we sat on piles of o ; N, 4tools neccesary. for a ervater flashlights, knives and a ehaonla I ATCE RSy
ship's lines in the rope locker and shared a smoke. Finally 1 AR /f , -9 action vould be acguired in Jceland. s i g
told him my idea of trying to infiltrate Iceland with the solemamr =] /M 0 : ;
j purpose of causing maximum economic sabotage to their whaling % #f - —T - 1 i
industry. David agreed that it seemed an appropriate action M= in October only the hardcore tourists we ; B Vhen we arrived @
i__r_1_g the IWC e ; {outh hgstel and one of our first :;aqks ::”SE;I%M:‘%;: Hi g; beds in the local
: 3 e . arge adjusta X o tcutters an
- : t PG posgg‘blej'getuz‘la: :;2"‘!‘-1 f;m a local hardware store. We wanted as much timi a8
B it the mrch“er’ur&‘ase of our tools and the action in case anyone might
B .o <nuck out of the A {;ne of the first nights in the capital city of Reykjavik
il e fee IS:IZMi:tT?;tfglﬁh:h?:i ::uik to a sc;apyard from whereng 2
S & at comprised t i 5
e (vhaleship) 5,6,7 and B bobbed. {n. the herhar oed Slone
B vl vorld e T;nr Ridersa of the Apocalypse waiting Lo unleash their r'u?l
<henblasiuae 1.1 e ships superstructures were painted vhite with the brid -
portholes dark and imposing resembling the eyesockets of a sekul{ 88

i

I

against a whaling nation that was flagrantl violat
jLon whaling. It was decided. e

e /

z : e would take action on bel N
the last great Whale Nations.— Next, 1 approached paul and toldj :,
him of our plan. As we gently sailed the warm summer sea, ve
quietly talked of the plan as i ' {scussing something as
simple as the tides and currents, not something that if there wasy
failure could land pavid and I in prison for years. Paul gave US
his blessing, and with that our mission became reality. Looking

back on that day, it is easy 2 understand why I have such great

respect and pdmiration for Paul Watson. Here I was a 20 year-old

kid telling him how myself and a 23 year-old British hunt sabotuet

B planned to carry out a major covert operation against an

{s1and nation that had already been threatened with the very same action.
’ A
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Needless to say, ve were s little intimidated. I'l‘hr_- |-ue.l||y_nf what was so simple
| e Lo discuss in Fngland, hut vhat was staring us in the face in the freezing fal]
. weather of a Reykjavik night was more than a little daunting. But we knew it
e would not he easy, so we hegan a series of latenight ohservations of the harhm;.
Within two weeks of surveillence a definate routine he;-,arj Lo emerge. Every Friday
night, a watchman vould reljeve the day watch carrying with him two bottles ::rf
Brenivin, a strong Icelandic vodka. No activity could be seen on three of l.lﬁ

ships, the watchman staying on the fourth ship, the one furthest from the doc —n
A weekend night emerped as the hest Eight for action, !
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AT j E—I Ml In Reykjavik we saw photos
hY =

) i 5 d for

.\ from the vhaling station which was 45 miles from town. TDurtli were offere

- the station, scrl'ln\‘id and I hitch hiked to the desolatg station and dro;_:ped off

near the entrance. As we approached, not a soul was visible. The whaling season

vas over, and with it the demand for tours. David and I hegar? to walk t‘hroughﬁt

the premises in broad daylight, gazing through windows at offices, machinery a

workshops and it gquickly hecame evident to both of us that we might he able to

strike the whaling station also. We knew we would have only one shot at the

i Icelandic whaling industry, and any risk to ourselves did not matter, already we
felt the chances were high we would not get off the 1land once our sahotage vas
discovered. £ ST .r,.._l_.,- LA

o -

ext our intelligence gathering revealed that Iceland was ©
allowed to export 49% of the whale meat to Japan, the ma jority HOU121,h§ven;:t b
for local consumption. Yet the supermarkets offered very lltt];. ha :ﬂmlmeat
no longer a staple of the Icelandic diet. We began the search for ;:) e -

Mountain as the newspapers called it, and this meant me taking a i}’o asea 91~
packer in the packing plant that .packaged the whale meat. The job was og}; to 3 o
get as there is virtually no unemployment in Eflf'ld-__af‘_‘?“j"_“““‘_‘fzii?_j ke e
neatcking ing piven to fm'ei‘En_e::;.-{‘:i __:";; AT _ﬁ':i"’k’-“%"m : _, o

o~ "+ We also learned that Icelandic prisoners were employed making cement sidewalk blocks.®
s - From that day on the jokes never stopped of how good we might become at building Siighe

J,f_’“ ":-.. 2 -.-w.ﬁ_:_:m‘

David and I had to keep up our image of @i
adventurers and travelers so we socialized with Swedish, German and Irish tourists)
We would frequent the cafe overlooking the harbor where while socializing and @
drinking coffee we could keep an eye on the whaling ships. Then one day at work s
there was an immigration sweep and my hoss was forced to fire me. But what really,
worried me was the background check they might run on me. Based on my actions
and arrest in the Faroes I had been issued an expulsion order from all Scandanavia
including Iceland, and I had violated that order by not only returning to the g
Faroes but also by fighting off the police as they tried to board our vessel. B8
If the Icelandic authorities disrovered I was wanted in the Faroes, not only
would our mission be revealed by the tools and photos in our helongings, but also
]

g s

’ i My boss was apologetic and even advanced me
some money from his own wallet. Meanvhile David and I decided that we must either
abort our mission and flee the country immediately, or stay and try to carry out
the action. We chose the latter. We had been in Iceland for almost a month now,
and felt familiar with the habits of the watchmen ahoard the whaling ships as well
as confident we could also strike the vhaling station. We also had visited a small
200 outside of Reykjavik which housed a few native animals including one Orca whale
that had been captured recently and was to be sold to an aquarium. David and I
looked at eachother trying to figure how the hell we could get that whale out of
its tank and into the ocean just a hundred yards away, but here we were forced to
realize the bounds of our limitations. 5till, it was decided that should time allow,

after striking the whaling station and the wvhaling ships, we would hit the zoo and
ssible.

release as many native animals as

celand in November was not a country,, S
that expected nor even remembered the threats of a militant anti-whaling organization. = %
Just as I had expected in that Summer visit of 1985, without our visible presence,

only one watchman was aboard all four ships. It was the off-season and the crews
were ashore with work on the ships restricted to daylight hours. The week of our
planned attack, the whaling ships were taken into drydock. One by one, they were
pulled out of the water for repairs and cleaning which is a major operation.
David and I had planned on attempting to sink all three ships minus the one that
housed the watchman. Now we were forced to sacrifice our third target. Our money
was running low, and the fear of my discover still haunted us. Mayhe we were already
under surveillence ourselves, and the police were waiting for us to act before they,
could legitimate}y arrest us? _ —

b ot

. o -‘.. : gl e J". e e 2
o AL Already David and I had read up on the Icelandic penal
system and learned that the longest sentence given to any crime was eleven years.

.

Icelandic sidewalks. Finally surrendering our fate to the whale spirits, we decided B
to act. We chose the night of November 7th for our attack of vengeance. we said
goodbye to our European friends and told them David and I were going to rent a.ear
for our last day gg_d‘g_q little sightseeing. ZLiN 3 3
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In Idaho, where a herd of 200 wild horses competes with
cattle for grazing lands in the Ovyhee Mountains, over 900 ranchers crowded
public hearings,opposed to a plan to reduce cattle grazing by one-third to
allow room for both horses and cattle. -On public lands across the West,

i cattle not wild horses are responsible for causing severe soil erosion and
riparian habitat destruction. Yet cattle reign supreme over the land as is £

3 a1s0 proven by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal Damage Control i, ) R
program vhich routinely slaughters any and all native wildlife that preys y 1 ih P FORE ] R
"™ upon the unprotected sheep and cattle on our public lands. @ 4iNow it is up to the rest of us Lo ensure ratect o for i Yeamniic wiidhe
i i~ g e e = » fdhorse herds on public lands. The BLM is Eot “only ;.ast;j“" ‘:i;?r{“d"t vwild
NE -‘ ( S M ~. - 2 .dollars a year killing wild horses vhen they are suppos 3 Ilnns of Sk
i B = d 83 them, but are also catering to the d : pposed to be protecting}
Most wild horses are descendants of Spanish Mustangs that the indigenous i ~ more responsible Lha;a anw” ['1 1t '-iu..m‘h. of the cattle industry who are
peoples of America quickly learned to ride in battle against the Spanish e, | lacross the West. The "0 oo s for the destruction of grazing lands, ~
and other Buropean invaders as early as the 1500's. But like the indigenous g M ireality the closing o —:‘C‘nln?_; f_'t the West” as it has been called, was inJ{is
peoples themselves, wild horses are now finding themselves forced off their 4 (R 101 s i Lo 7 e er ot Mcrican hecilage jthatathe wi 10 N
Mlhomelands and slaughtered. Even during the high conflict of the late 1800's g o _'_{_‘ﬂm'.'_'_,'.}'“]"'”[.'«” Giarhca '
between indigenous peoples and the U.S. Government, wild horses were targeted ; fa chapter that we should fight J'ﬁf‘.’_;%’iﬂ_r Wy Ml 1t i SERY
for eradication. General George Armstrong Custer was well known for the \ Ve nation that America was. Rather t ]: .‘;'”LT ,‘; i T great gy
slaughter of a tribal band's horses once they had been defeated as he knew ! - ‘" g forever willing to satisfy »:1.':!' Sl |"!m” r.:u ol ?lg‘f}?nwm i
+  wild horses were a vehicle for native sovereignty. Rilg . J%‘i - of every wild animal that sin 5 1o |:-|n-'|in fi'i 4 ‘1“;::?{ :-ll.]-il:“hg;r;‘:;:gm
i . A ’ that our country sn thrives on no lonsoer o tod ;,'. th i 3 A
\ s hli’l‘.’!l](‘r ts feed e L T -..‘ \ Jn_(a\_’{‘rlui]d\_ A,
\ In the Nez Perce Country § . mations of animal s o I||r|||.'|:|<. who reluse to be [_..”mi:'r_]m o dL shines d0 the

of what is now Washington State, the day is still remembered when hundreds (&
l.t:af Nez Perce ponies were slaughtered by military forces intent on forcingll . o
;ﬁ!the Nez Perce onto reservations. But the wild horses, and the indigenous
“-peoples survive. On the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana tribal Q48 2NN

members have established an organization called the Blackfeet Buffalo Horse

Coalition which has bemm to replenish the tribe's lost horse herds with \

Spanish Mastanga purchased from horae hreeders. And na the horses retum

so does the peoples interest in their horse culture of the past which is

fueling young tribal rnp;nbeg;q interest in their lands and culture. r

When I was on the run, I 1ived for a time in the Dakotas where a friendid

of mine maintained a herd of wild horses that were direct descendants
of the horses that Sitting Bull, the Mmkpapa Lakota leader, rode in
battle against Custer. Some days I would walk the prairie only to bel
=, ~suprised by the sound of thundering hooves as over 100 wild horses
came bolting across the range. Snorting and stamping their hooves;
the horses would stare at me incredulously, wondering who this trespass—
er was on their lands, Their wildness and untamed spirit emanated from
them like an electric light, these were the animals who belonged on the
range, not the soil destroying and water polluting beef-machines we'vejig
bred_cows to be. 2 -y 2k TG
~"'wy b L
» But the battles over the wild west are far from overg
On one side we have domestic livestock interests with their power ful
political lobby who would tame the land with the same fervor that their
ancestors exercised against the indigenous human populations, and on
the other side lies the still beating heart of Wild America whose

soldiers remain the wild ones, the horses, wolves, bison, cougars and
jaguars that are struggling to maintain their grasp on America's last
undeveloped natural places which remain ovronly formula for survival
should we ever realize that one must live with the earth rather than
against he )
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Hours later we did just that, David and I gazing out the window half
expecting to see Interpol agents waiting for our arrival. They were not. We collected
our luggage and walked out the airport after making an anonymous call to Sea Shepherd
offices in the U.K. saying only, "We got the station, and two are on the bottom,.."t

We hitchhiked to Belgium vhere we caught a ferry to England, and then a hus to London.
Getting off the bus now 36 hours after our action, I walked to a news agent and picked!
up a copy of the morning paper. A story on the front page said only, "SABOTUERS SINK
WHALERS photo page six...” flipping to the page I saw one of the most beautiful sights!
in the world. There was Hvalur 5 and 6 resting gently on the hottom of Reykjavik harbori
only their skeletal superstructure peeking ahove the waves. Paul Watson was quoted as
accepting responsibility for the attack which he said was an enforcement action of the:
IWC's moratorium on commercial whaling that Iceland had violated. David and I embraced)
in the streets laughing with the elation that only a realized dream can bring.
R R A

The next few weeks were to see David go into hiding in the Mediterranean not knowing
Britian's response to his actions while I flew back Stateside to join Paul in a press
conference in Cleveland Amory's office at the Fund for Animals to accept personal’
responsibility for the raid. The confiscated record books would prove that Iceland
had cheated with its own imposed quota,
meat catch to Japan. A special meeting of the Icelandic Congress was held to address

the act of sabotage and the extradition of those responsible called for. Paul could
“not agree more and said it would give Sea Shepherd the opportunity to put Iceland on
trial also in the spotlight of international media where their pirate whaling operations!
could be exposed. Iceland never pressed charges against myself or David. Though

Hvalur 5 and 6 were finally resurfaced, the saltwater submersion had destroyed all the

enpines, electrical and navigational equipment. To this day neither ship has killed a:
hEE AT L

sinple whale and the harpoons are silenced in Teeland...for now. . . O 1
. ' = - -yn 7 g )
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having shipped more than the maximm 49% whale - .

Upon

California where I was then living, in nearby Monterey Bay a stranggoocrg:r::z:r:a;o
taking place. A huge pod of rare Blue Whales, the largest animals ever to live on'§
earth, were converging in the Bay where they could he seen hreaching out of the water
wvith their young in the calm waters. All the thanks I was to need came that Summer
vhen David and I were sailing once again on a Sea Shepherd ship towards the North
Pacific where we would confront Japanese drift netters. On my birthday while
sailing off the Queen Charlotte Islands of British Columbia, I was on the bridgey
once again with Paul when a whale was seen approaching our ship from the Northeast
As the humpback whale came alongside our ship, we gathered on the aftdeck as it beéan

repeatedly through its entire body out of the water swinging its angel-like pectoral

* above its body before crashing hack into the sea. [ J .
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As our paths passed, and the :
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- whale di ssap‘peared tear

& Lo s ‘were pouring down my face as I then knew beyond any doubt,
3 that all the Animal Nations are aware of the sacrifices us five-fingered people make

e 1
[ e q in our quest to reclaim our bond with all life. The path I crossed with that humpback
Ll vhale vas only one of many I would have in my life as I search for the relationship

" that is quickly slipping from our fingers as we execute unspeakable cruelty to the
fellow Nations of Animals which we share earth with. It is a relationship that can
only be saved by continued human intervention in the destruction of everything once
-wild and free, intervention that calls upon us to risk our own lives and freedom for
the love of others. But only by doing this can we prove to the Nations of Animals that
wve are fit to share the Circle of Life with them once again. Our place is waiting

all that is neccesary are the actions to rightfully earn it.

.
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Getting back to wild horses. In Nevada, Oregon, California, Utah, -Idahwo,
Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico and Montana just over 40,000 wild’
horses and burros remain on the range. Besides being sold to slaughter, = -
wild horses are also commonly sold to rodeos where their untamed wild
spirit is just what a cowboy needs to prove his manhood. Helicopters are
the most common tool used to round up wild horses, which are herded into
large traps on the range by cowboys paid about $300 for each horse they
capture. A tame horse is often used to lead the wild horses into the
trap with a helicopter flying just above their heads. Once inside the
trap, cowboys use electric cattle prods to force the wild horses into
trailerg Yh::re theyhare then transported to “adoptioﬂ centers” like the
one in California that the ALF raided ten years ago. -''_..0\;
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: ‘*,hlorses and burros are also processed through the Palomino Adoption Center.

13-+ in Reno, Nevada where more wild horses roam than any other state. Eveniy

+ v4 though wild horse populations are at the lowest this decade, about 10,00

.""‘:"u DJ?"" lﬁi." i Ly SR T ‘* e A L. LY
On Memorial Day of 1987, the newly formed Western Wildlife Cell of tl’lte\:,‘ f‘
¢ ﬂmiml Liberation Front (ALF) struck an 1sn‘la17ed U.S. Gclz‘venmgnt I'acl]:_t}l {
R ¢ that was almost unknown to most environmentalist and animal rights activi
‘\1111@ Bureau of Land Mmapement Wild Horse and Burro Aoption Center is a
7 holding pen for animals recently removed from the range who shall never €7 Q
again run free on the wide open plains. The ALF cut fences and released overf
a hundred wild horses back onto the range they had been captured from. In a
press release the ALF argued that the wild horse is the political scapegoalp
for the cattle industry who are unwilling to share the range with any native
& ildlife that might compete for grazing rights. The ALF further_stated that
after 400 years in the American West, wild horses had eamed_a rl{;l:l[ful homef§ wel
on the range where they constitute less than 5% of all grazing animals on
. public lands while domestic livestock occupied ?ﬂ of the range. )

3 AT TG B - . ; - : ™ . 3
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* “ are still rounded up annually. But lets give credit where credit's duelx:
‘*.] The U.S. Justice Department in 1996 concluded a four-year inquiry that,

' focused on a former BLM employee, James D. Galloway of Texas who was
suspected of selling wild horses he was paid to capture for slaughtery:
The investigation was dropped citing insufficient evidence, yet am'#_ﬁ'
internal memo now reveals that the gmrenmn;__hgd proof of over 1,000 1
\ wild horses who were sold to slaughter. A former BLM investigator who lost
| . his job for doing it to well stated that efforts to prosecute Galloway
| 0 © were thwarted by BLM officials who preffered a "don't ask, don't tell”

L e ¢ Policy towards the abuse. And so, the slaughter continues.
‘lﬂmw-‘ SER SR
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The ALF raid, the first of its kind to release wild horses, went largely GRS
unnoticed and now ten years later the same scandalous truth the ALF seeked tojfiys
M uncover has come to light. Now the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is beingRaSayis
. 4 blamed for allowing its own employees to build a monopoly where wild horses. .~ &

by the thousands have been captured from the wild and slaughtered for human *
8 and domestic animal consumption. Since its inception 25 years ago, the U.S ja
 Governments wild horse program has captured approximately 165,000 wild horses;
% and burros from public lands. A recent investigation by the Associated Press
revealed that in recent years as many as 90% of all captured horgesluer_e sold

5 o R s R o
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TP Wil i th the demand for American horse meat high in Asia and-:é‘i"\’.
Europe, slaughterhouses such as Cavel West in Redmond, Oregon pay as much as
$700 per wild horse. More than 200 current BLM employees have recentlys s
Pl adopted” over 600 wild horses and burros. Many more are “"adopted” by BIM
employees' wives, girlfriends, friends and family members. Though it i shp
illegal for federal employees to use public offices for private gain, Ig
guess federal law enforcement is too busy chasing real criminals to prosecute

]
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bV ... " Why are wild horses being removed from the range in the first place? ...t ﬁ-*'r'"‘
.37~ Cattle. In the American West, the cattle industry with its persona of .. lss *
the American Cowboy deeply entrenched in Western history, is a sacred;.

ST B .

with five federal grand juries for over four years placing me on their "Most
Wanted" lists until a task force of four different federal agencies couldy# - g
capture me. The crime that does justify their attention? Revealing the @ iy - RE 1and L “.ﬁq‘c’
federal governments abuse and exploitation of native wildlife (like wild A : i By ot
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horaea) for private gain.




In Idaho, where a herd of 200 wild horses competes with

cattle for grazing lands in the Owyhee Mountains, over 900 ranchers crowded
public hearings,opposed to a plan to reduce cattle grazing by one-third to
allow room for both horses and cattle. - On public lands across the West, i
cattle not wild horses are responsible for causing severe soil erosion and
riparian habitat destruction. Yet cattle reign supreme over the land as is|
58l also proven by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal Damage Control

program which routinely slaughters any and all native wildlife that preys

upon the unprotected sheep and'c_a‘_!tle on our public lands. 2 'S
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peoples of America quickly learned to ride in battle against the Spanish
@land other BEuropean invaders as early as the 1500's. But like the indigenous
peoples themselves, wild horses are now finding themselves forced off their
Mhomelands and slaughtered. Even during the high conflict of the late 1800's
between indigenous peoples and the U.S. Government, wild horses were targeted
for eradication. General George Armstrong Custer was well known for the

slaughter of a tribal band's horses once they had been_defeated as he knew -
wild horses were a vehicle for native sovereignty. Sy ; N;

Ny 4 ~ - 3
MMost wild horses are descendants of Spanish Mustangs that the indigenous \'; » 4
;"' -

o ’ -
o~ = In the Nez Perce Country§
of what is mow Washington State, the day is still remembered when hundredsgif
hof Nez Perce ponies were slaughtered by military forces intent on forcing
;ﬁthe Nez Perce onto reservations. But the wild horses, and the indigenous
-peoples survive. On the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana tribal Qg
members have established an orpanization called the Blackfeet Buffalo Horse
Coalition which has bemun to replenish the tribe's lost horse herds with
Spanish Mastanga purchased from horae breeders.  And ns the horses retum
so does the peoples interest in their horse culture of the past which is
fueling young tribal members interest in their lands and culture. r
4 ¥

When I wad on the run, I lived for a time in the Dakotas where a riend By
of mine maintained a herd of wild horses that were direct descendants
of the horses that Sitting Bull, the Hunkpapa Lakota leader, rode in
battle against Custer. Some days I would walk the prairie only to hel

= ~-suprised by the sound of thundering hooves as over 100 wild horses
came bolting across the range. Snorting and stamping their hooves,
the horses would stare at me incredulously, wondering who this trespasse
er was on their lands. Their wildness and untamed spirit emanated from
them like an electric light, these were the animals who belonged on the
range, not the soil destroying and water polluting beef-machines we've

bred cows to be. “»
o L W

by ' But the battles over the wild west are far from over. 5
On one side we have domestic livestock interests with their powerful
political lobby who would tame the land with the same fervor that their
ancestors exercised against the indigenous human populatiocns, and on

the other side lies the still beating heart of Wild America whose

soldiers remain the wild ones, the horses, wolves, bison, cougars and
jaguars that are struggling to maintain their grasp on America's last
undeveloped natural places which remain vei only formula for survival
should we ever realize that one must live with the earth rather than
against her. w

-*
LI

SN Orse meatifor shipment to Furope. -

s a KA AL A0 % 3
" hbu it is up to the rest of us to ensure protection for the remmant wild,
\ :;orse herds on public lands. The BLM is not ‘only wasting millions of
s . . ‘
/4 ollars a year killing \.!Id horses vhen they are supposed to be protecting?
AZ them, lut are also catering to the demnds of the cattle industry who are
,mre responsible than anyone else for the destruction of grazing lands.
across the l-uest._ The " ng ot the West” as it has been called, was in
ireality the closin pter of true American heritape that the wildN\EFS

horse epitomize ith its free roaming occupation of the We .
5 _ T 2 A PATT SRR 4 1t 1sE
a cllu.ipl er that we should tight to pr rve as evidence of the once great
nation that A : s. Rather that, then a land ruled by a povernment §f
forever will 5 a few by the cont inual rifl'r_‘e
of every wild at str 5 1o n free. 'The spirit of freedom@
that our country
bureaucrats feedi the public trough at our exj
nations of amimals and hoons who refuse to be tamed .

it shines in the

represented by the over aid(y g o]
; paid|\ K g
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%ther you fight for the liberation of humans or animalsy
the defense of earth and indigenous cultures, one thing
remains clear, the root cause of many of our oppressors '
actions is the proliferation of patriarchal values that (e
M einforce male dominance and control. Stripping power away
from women and the denial of the feminine balance of nature
Vhas created a world full of war and violence both in thefgg
domestic household and workplace as well as in the wilderness
land vivisector's laboratory. What is temporarily forgotten
is the power that female entities had in indigenous culturespks
the world over, and how they helped create life in balancgc e
where women were leaders, healers and warriors and the : _‘rfe
Goddess was worshipped alongside the Gods.! 4 - H
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And what better way to help achieve this than with the new
wwomen's 'zine "Hag Rag" that allows women in our movement a
tivaluable voice and forum to address issues that are easy for
Mus as men to overlook or dismiss. "Hag Rag" is the first
flecologically-balanced, non-class structured, anti-sexist and
women's defense orientated 'zine I've ever seen. “Hag Rag!
has an ever-changing editorial collective comprised solely,
of women who often are not given printed space to address
issues that are important to all of us in the environmenta
animal arid social justice movement's. As a man battling
with twenty years of institutionalized sexism bestowed on
almost every male child since birth, I was enlightened by,
ithe "Hag Rag's" coverage of issues women in our movement &4
have perceived that I might never have been .avare of
iwithout its valuable contribution.f z

E & oo’
In today's society that tries to dominate us, theiwar ;gzt
has been waged against feminine power and women s nF?'cation
first discovered it, is manjfesteq in female objecti ; i I
physical violence and continual disempowerment througare 3,7
simplest norm's of a society that teaches_that wgmen ares i
\ inferior to men. Attributes of the feminine such as as’
. ‘female nourishment, empathy and understanding are seen

N emotinal weaknesses to be repressed or cqq}gglled.,

'gvery woman struggle against injustice should share
i "Hag Rag"” to discover a unique medium for communication
that doesn't exist elsewhere. And every man could stand
to learn alot by listening to the voices of our sisterss.
that have been silenced for too long. "Hag Rag" also is
chock full of original poetry, artwork, recipes and how-!j}:
to's that you won't find anywhere else. There's also all&
poverful women's perspective on many issues that we are,.
all already opposed to, but have yet to understand their®
gr?aFer significaqce and representation in the patriarchal
conquest that devours wilderness, women, wildlife, domestic
‘animals and indigenous peopl

- TR O
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o Breaking free from the suffocation of male domination, there
y’ a:gsea &omen from many cultures who are rediscovering thefi@ R all
pover of their ancestors and fighting back against centuriesan :

of repression. And even among other liberat%on struggles we|

are called on to recognize our own contributions to the
I oppression of women and incorporate their aiberation into

that of the greater struggle. N by

i

B values, "9,

-

A= All of which society see's as entities and avenues
' ; ; : v £ +.,for power that must be controlled in their age-old war to
I s s g 0 . oy A 3 _ ¥ .+ ./destroy the source that might save us all. "Hag Rag" is

3 : Al " 1. .beyond a doubt one of the most valuable and needed printed
o <rforums in the underground press. Subscribe for your sister,
‘% ;. mother, aunt, friend, wife or lover 329 et

T
. Box 183, H
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The sun dips behind the Baboquivari Mountains, tonite is the nevis
moon, and another day has ended at FCI Tucson. I've spent the :
8l 1ast few weeks having a blast putting together SH #2, I couldf®
really get into this tzine thing. Its something I enjoy more 8
than even the best interview I've done for the corporate media®
In this issue of SH I hope you find stories that will give you(Ss
a taste of the world through my eyes, and heart. A world I seefs
from the inside looking out, be it from double fences topped {EENE

the longer I'm locked up
CTIRAST T \1."-5 ¥l

b e it ¥{There's no real theme here, just e WU

2 P e T 1
explor;ng or pursuing chapters in my short life or issues closej
to my heart. Some that enrage me, and others that give me the

tales of non-violent action to save animalkind on one page\i;

-
L5 H
hope to survive. Some of you may think its a dichotomy totell }:? G
0

vhile on another reporting on indigenous peoples armed struggle ==

For myself, there is no contradiction. Armed struggle against(y
;"’lan oppressor who has killed millions of your people since their
Harrival on this continent is self-defense and nothing more.

35

What is beyond acceptance is that ve in the United States of
America sit passively by as our government sanctions the typel
iof totalitarian regimes that force indigenous people into taking}
;up arms in the first place. We allow this. With every vote for
jthe darling senators of the arms industry, and with every dollar}
we contribute to multinational corporations such as the oil)
industry. So until we cut the strings of America's puppet|
governments, let me quote Malcolm X when he said, "I amt )
non-violent with people who are mon-violent, but I will defend

myself against all others.” I need not wrestle with the question) . .~

-of ever taking up arms personally, the U.S. government has made)
that decision for me already. As a convicted felon I am\
_,prohibited forever from my constitutional right to bear arms: .

Prison sucks, and so does the stripping of one's liberties!

But prison is only one small blythe in an otherwise beautiful
desert as is any oppresive government in an otherwise beautiful
life. Around me lie the lightly snowcapped Santa Rita Mountains,
the Rincons and Catalinas, and the Baboquivari's to the east
where a jaguar was seen last summer. The real word still exists.
Put for now its 4pm stand up counts, controlled movements and
F-14 fighter jets flying overhead back to Davis Montham Air,
Force Base, a constant reminder to me that homeland is an
occupied territo

When I was on the run, I remember a dear
brother-friend telling me, "I think you'll be alright, yourL Z
survivor." As we discussed what might happen when the law
finally caught up with me. I looked at him wondering if this
was bad, or good. Many people see no light beyond the era of
darkness we seem to be approaching with the last wildermess
being destroyed, animals marching solemnly towards the brinl
extinction, prisons as a growth industry and death by gunsh
soon to be seen as a "natural" cause of youth fatalities.

M is all about.
B .ith razor-wire, or from the rich memories hat come back to me{NRt .
A | ; i Vol vy e #isimply concentrate on enduring the suffering and sacrifice of

g [and her animal people.
e :

N ..
o o o - e i N
is hard to look beyond all that, but

Z 1 el g A
to me that's what survival ‘
It{! r)ot a battle where we are satisfactorly .
approaching our visions of utopia, its a struggle where we [l -
.i“ gemral;ic_m. And its a struggle where pie in the sky victory
o2 not as important as what we accomplish in the here and now.§E

w we treat eachother, how we help one another and how we prove

in our everyday life that we are allegiant to earth, her children
2t ; , :
e L
i . ® ) £i'S
A\ [ % ¥

i Its not a . A

bout talking a good line a i
. s much as living a good 1i
(;:ed-e;e everyday is a victory exemplified in our gwn %iberat:fgr.m
- plz:ei gaggaceswof Evll that plague our homelands, our one
. ether that victory is shown in 3, i
- 3 . s 3 . 3 u t
5 friend in crisis, an elder in need, an animal in d]i)l;(::—e;:go‘:

forest on the choppin i

: t 2 g block, victory must be ours i

_life if we are to prove to ourselves gl
y that there is a better way.

as well as our oppresso AR
: ) rsEias
And there is good reason to be afiEee

? r:vivor, ‘no matter how bleak the near future may lock.f

B M R UG
1. AR ok W
:}?ﬁniézsaigoﬁh? yo;tg of my village learning their culturﬁz
ol and drugs, friends who are pl i i
gardens to distribute the harvests to peop]ep:[:nrt);re‘g :E?Tg

£ brave young warriors entering jail in protest, on inmediate

hunger strike in resistance to the murder of the animal world

d In the face of repression Strong Hearts are gathering to shou.

the dark forces that we shall not be vanquished. And web",

brav ]) stand P ¥ 2 E =
ely st d protection over the pentle souls who cry to U‘*I
: ) . E rentle so

for th, in the voice of lhmans

el ; 1rimals and othe F =
beings.  For all of you who are : 3 Shex datural

B » survivors, I salute your S
resistance and thank yo . e W " e Ireon L 2
nd you for those who cant thank you themselves )
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When I'm dead and gone, I want to Icave something. I want my mqm_._na._:r_.__n_. to be sitting someday talking like 1 talk about my grandmother.

H”.E.__..wﬂrm u:.“n of legacy I want (o lcave. | want my great-granddaughters, great-grandsons, too, to say, “My r:u: m..u:..__._._ni._v.;ﬁr:_nﬂnrn c:c::,
id that to protect the land, 10 protect the culture, to protect the F_..m_._..,rn to maintain what we have left.”
—Muadonna Thunder Hawk, h&»aE
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